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It was very exciting
to be there, and the
experience confirmed
that working in
broadcasting is what
I really want to do.

"
Jamey Clapp and Brad Aliena learned more about broadcasllng in four weeks in AllaDta than they believed possible.

Clapp and Altena join Olympic media team
he Centennial Olympic Games began
already on July 6 for Dordt juniors
Brad Altena and Jamey Clapp. Altena
and Clapp were two of several Coalition of
Christian Colleges and University (CCCU)
students who earned an opportunity to serve
as broadcast assistants at the Atlanta games
this summer.
"It was definitely the real thing," says Clapp,
a junior from Volga, South Dakota. The two
worked hand-in-hand with-freelance technicians at their assigned venues, Altena with badminton and Clapp with beach volleyball.
"My supervisor was a little skeptical about
getting a college student as his assistant,"
says Altena. He soon found, however, that
Altena koew more than he fIrst thought.
Altena and Clapp began prepating for the
games by studying at Asbury College in
Wilmore, Kentucky, during the summer of
1995. As part of the program they spent
nearly two weeks in Atlanta for specific
remote training with the Atlanta Olympic
Broadcasting staff. The program was sponsored by the CCCU, Asbury, and the Atlanta
Olympic Broadcasting Company. Based on
that work they were hired by Atlanta
Olympic Broadcasting, a company set up
specifically to broadcast the Olympic Games.
Altena and Clapp received long-term bene-
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fits from the experience, working at the
scene of one of the biggest media events.
"It was truly amazing how everything ended
up fitting together," Altena says. But there
were days when they wondered if it all would.
Upon their arrival in Atlanta two weeks
before opening day, they worked furiously to
help set up the systems for their venues, run
cable, and get accredited for security.
"Some of the venues were still being built
and set up after the games had statted," says
Clapp.
With the technology in place, the broadcast
signals followed an incredible chain from the
time they left the individual venues to the
time they were sent out via television all
over the world.
"All of the signals came to one control
room," says Altena. Commentators monitored what came in, matched video footage
with audio in different languages, and then
sent it out over fiber optic cable for broadcast around the world.
Altena's and Clapp's part in this process
was to help their managers make sure the
audio signals came through from their particular venues.
"Most of our real work happened before
the competition began, but our job was to
make sure there were no problems with the
equipment, show broadcasters how to use the
equipment, and solve any technical problems

they might have during broadcast," says
Clapp.
Fortunately for both, there were no major
glitches during the games.
"It was very exciting to be there, and the
experience confmned that working in broadcasting is what 1 really want to do," says
Clapp. Although Clapp worked in audio and
that remains his main interest, he says the
experience also made him more interested in
television.
Because of the experience, both Altena and
Clapp are confident they will be able to find
a job when they graduate. Clapp already has
landed a weekend camera job with a television station. and Altena may spend next fall
working as a free-lance broadcast assistant
before finishing his final semester at Dordt
the following spring.
Eventually Clapp would like the stability of
working as an audio specialist for a television
station in a large city, maybe doing some freelancing on the side. Altena, at this point,
thinks free-lancing sounds like a ticket to travel and experience new places. Ten years down
the road, who koows? They even dream about
starting their own studio some day, hiring out
for such things as corporate videos, commercials, and weddings. Whatever the future
holds, for now they are pleased with the experience their summer in Atlanta gave and optimistic about the doors it may have opened.
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Dr. Carl E. Zylstra becomes

R

Biography
Dr. Carl E. Zylstra, the third
president of Dordt College, was
born on May 23, 1948, in Grand
Rapids, Michigan. Already as a
young boy, he decided he would
become either a teacher or a
pastor. He has been both, serving two congregations, teaching
at Calvin Seminary, and
instructing young people in his
congregations. With his appointment as president of Dordt
College, the two strands of education and ministry continue to
weave their way through his life
and career.
Communicating ideas and a
vision for Christian service have
motivated Dr. Zylstra since his
undergraduate days at Calvin
College in Grand Rapids,
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Michigan. A 1970 graduate of
that institution, Zylstra earned
his master of divinity degree
from Calvin Theological
Seminary, also in Grand Rapids.
He received the Ph.D. in practical theology from Princeton

Dr. Carl E. Zylstra was inaugurated on
October 18, 1996. He becomes only the third
president to serve Dordt in forty years. In this
interview, given shortly before the inauguration, he reflects on his presidency.

Theological Seminary io 1983.

, been said that being a college president
t
esof the most difficult jobs there is. How
do you respond to that?
Afhere are so many different facets to the
pre'sidency that it stretches the occupant of
the position in many ways. Management, personnel, leadership, public relations, fundraising, aod plaoning are all part of it. So it is
demaoding. I suppose there is a high turnover
rate, but it is probably a little exaggerated.
People say the average tenure is six to eight
years, but, if you take out the community colleges, which tend to be fast turnover positions, the length jumps to twelve years.

During the final year of his doctoral program, Dr. Zylstra was a
lecturer in practical theology at
Calvin Theological Seminary.
Since then, he has served as pastor of Immanuel Christian
Reformed Church in Orange
City, Iowa. Dr. Zylstra has also
held leadership roles on the
boards of several educational
institutions and church agencies.
Dr. Zylstra and his wife,
Gloria, have three children:
Adam, a senior at Unity
Christian High School;
Nathaniel, a junior attending
Dordt College; and Aaron, a
first-year medical student at the
University of Iowa.

(VtJtat do you see as the president's role at
~"College?"
Afhe central role is to hold all dimensions of
tA&llllege together aod pursue the goals aod
commitments of the institution. That involves
articulating those goals aod rearticulating the
principles of the institution, but it also
involves putting together and supervising a
maoagement and administrative structure that
will keep the institution going in the right
direction. Higher education's long tradition
also helps shape the president's role. Many
colleges are currently looking for leaders, aod
increasingly they look outside of the academic institution. They are looking for new ideas
and fresh perspectives. But presidents will
become frustrated if they don't take into
account a college's own tradition and the
massive tradition of higher education.

A

you think of yourself as coming from
~lie or inside?
.t think I'm probably halfway in and
lI1r~y out. Halfway in because Dordt is the
kind of college that grows out of a particular
constituency. I have spent my lifetime within
that community of Reformed Christiaos committed to a reformational view of higher education. When I was a boy, my father actively
supported Christian education. We grew up

talking about it, aod I attended Christiao
schools all my life. For thirteen of the forty
years of Dordt's history I was a pastor within
the particular denomination that Dordt
College grew out of. So, in that sense I'm in.
From the outside, I'm not an alumnus of
Dordt, aod until thirteen years ago I knew virtua~Iy nothing about the college. For the last
number of years I have been more of ao
observer of the college thao a participaot in
what it was doing.
Aere's
a great deal of talk about higher
~ation
pricing itself out of the market.
How big of a challenge is affordability?
APducation is a price-sensitive commodity.
~ink
marketers have discovered that
everything is price-sensitive, even water. If
water is cheap people use a lot more thao when
it's not. I'm findiog many parents who, having
heard all the horror stories about the cost of
education, are amazed at how reasonable our
educatiooal experience is when they see the
bottom line-especially for people who have
been paying $2000AOOO a year for Christiao
high school education. In many cases it will
only cost a couple extra thousand over high
school tuition. That is significant, but much
better than some of the horror stories would
have you believe. I think it's still affordable.
~at
are the biggest challenges you foresee
~(Jtnext
few years?
,4ln the short-term, much of what we need to
~anage
growth. Growth management
doesn't mean limiting growth, it means channeling the energy and enthusiasm that comes
with having additional students each year. We
need to plan for facilities, hire the necessary
faculty, ensure opportunities for staff development, and make sure that our administrative
structure is adequate to haodle this growth
and change. As a college we decided a number of years ago that we could operate more
efficiently with more students. We need to .
carefully assess whether that is true.
Another growth management issue is the
fact that our student body is growing faster
than our support base. Our alumni base is a
step behind our current student growth in
both numbers and in the maturity that makes

them able to provide finaocial support. Those
are some of the short-term pinches, but they
are positive ones.
A longer-term issue is the fact that historically higher education enrollment goes in
waves. Behind the crest of the wave usually
comes the trough. It's unlikely that our
growth will be steady. Maoaging those ups
and downs is always a challenge for colleges.
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ounds as though you spend a fair bit of
.me thinking long-range. Is that ao
important part of your job?
At\n experienced college president said to
~'l>When
you lose the big picture, that's
when you cease being effective as a president.
Hire someone else to do the daily stuff that's
tiling your time and go on vacation or something. As a president you're the only person
in the institution who's charged with the
responsibility of always looking at the big
picture." That's probably one of the challenges, if you go back to your earlier question, with all the management and activities I
need to be involved with as president, I have
to first of all keep that big picture in mind,
both for the present aod the future.
nu've
chosen "Living the Vision" for your
~ral
theme. Why that theme, and what
does it mean to you?
APordt began as a very visionary institution.
nnever
anyone talks about Rev. B.I. Haan,
no matter how much they may have appreciated or not appreciated him, everyone will agree
that he had a vision. Other people shared that
vision, but he articulated it, got other people to
see it, and pressed ahead to bring that vision to
reality. A number of years ago we had a strategic planning process called "Renewing the
Vision." We're currently in the Dordt 2000
campaign which has adopted the theme
"Implementing the Vision." I think that much
of what Or. J.B. Hulst did was to design and
create structures that would take the vision of
those early years and put them into a structure
that would provide continuity. By using the
theme "Living the Vision," I want to tie into
that history. We have a strong vision in this
institution and we agree about what that vision
is. We have put many things into place-
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Dordt's third president
facilities, faculty, and administration-to
implement the vision. This theme
acknowledges the gifts of the past and
commits us to living that vision as we continue to look ahead. We want to live out
what the people who went ahead of us set as
our goal.
l\\Pat leadership style will characterize
U/lresidency?
,\>ther people may be able to characterize
~dership
better than I can myself. I
want to consult widely as we make plans and
set direction. But I also believe that, once
that direction is set and assignments are
given, we don't have to be bothering each
other all the time and getting involved in
each others' work of carrying it out. My
responsibility is to ensure that people collaborate well in their planrting and that they also
have the freedom to operate within their own
area of responsibility, all the while being
accountable.
Au've
talked about the importance of
~g
collaboratively with different communities: the local community, other
Christian colleges, Iowa colleges, and so on.
Why is that important?
,that goes back to "Living the Vision." Part
o'f1lVihg the vision is to make sure we don't
think we have a comer on the vision. To do
so is sectarian in the worst sense of the word.
Jesus said whoever isn't for us is against us
and whoever isn't against us is for us. We
could put the emphasis on either side of that
statement. I tend to put the emphasis on the
second side. I figure anyone who isn't opposing us is an ally.

IFtl w will

those ties help all of us better

~or~together?

JPordt probably can't be the kind of
ed:e5tional institution that it wants to be
without a core of students who have come
through Christian high schools based on a
Reformed concept of Christian education.
Having said that I know of some students
who came knowing nothing about Dordt's
vision who wind up being some the most
excited students we have. But it's difficult
to start that way with everybody. On the
other hand we don't exist to serve ourselves. We're a college because we want
people to understand that in all of their educational activities, they should be centering
on the glory of God. It's a circle, as I see it.
We serve the Christian-based schools and
the Christian-based schools serve us
institutionally. The reason we serve each
other is because we're working in a
common kingdom.
Au
mentioned that some of those who
~!lfrom
outside of our traditional sources
of support become the more enthusiastic proponents of this vision. Is the opposite also
true, that some students lose their excitement
for this vision?
Nes. How does someone get excited? How
~
get excited about being part of your
farrtily? It's always helpful when one or two
friends say, "You know, your parents are kind
of neat." At the college level we have the
opportunity to articulate what has often been
implicit for students through grade schools
and high schools. I think one of the best tributes to what Dordt College accomplishes
came from one of this year's juniors. When
we were talking about this year's convocation
address, I was told, "Don't just give us a
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God-centered education talk; we understand
that. After two years at Dordt there's no way
you cannot know it."
I think that's a credit. On the one hand if
people haven't been saying it for two years,
that student wouldn't know it so well. The
real challenge is not to just say it but to live
it. That gets back to our theme.

Aw

can we concretely strengthen ties with
~tlan
schools and colleges?
"think some of the technological capabilitieJdtat we have now will enable us to serve
high schools, grade schools, and teachers
across North America. We're still discussing
what form this will take for graduate education, for continuing education for teachers
and/or others who might want to participate
in on-campus classes from off-site, and for
high school students who might want to participate electronically in on-campus classes.
That is a high priority of mine.
To strengthen local community ties, I must
keep talking to the local Chamber of
Commerce, to help them recognize that while
Dordt is a tremendous asset to the character
and the economic vitality of this community,
we also need their support because we can't
be the kind of college we are if we aren't in a
community like this.
Private colleges are also important to each
other. We're in this together. I need to make
the connections and attend the kind of events
and opportunities that allow me to get to
know who people are. Our personnel and
staff will continue to participate in the
Coalition of Christian Colleges and
Universities. Last year we were one of the
most active colleges in utilizing their programs. We were third highest in the number
of events we participated in and sixth in the
number of total people participating.
at role do alumni and other supporters
pa iii the future of Dordt College?
Ai;lne of the things that has impressed me
ab&bl"Dordt is that people tend not to lose
their Dordt connection when they leave here.
I don't mean simply in the typical alma mater
nostalgia sense, but in the sense that they're
still part of what this college is all about. We
have several advisory councils, and many of
the members on those councils are young
alumni. I'm amazed at how enthusiastic they

The presidential medallion, presented: to
Dr. Zylstra by board presldent Mark
8y-.
symbolizes
!be p.... ldent'.
authority to act ou bebalf or !be board
and constituency.

are. They don't want to hear only about what
we're doing, but they ask very probing questions about "are you sticking with your committrnents?" One alumrti family whose child
is a freshman this year came up to me during
freshman orientation and said, "We were just
thinking about what it is that Dordt College
left us. Now, twenty years down the road
bringing a child here, we can say Dordt really
left us with a perspective, a view of scripture,
a view of life, a view of the world and our
place and mission in it. That's what we hope
for our child, too."
So I think Dordt, more than many
colleges, is tied to its alumni by a sense of
purpose. The alumni, then, can help keep
us honest and hold us to that purpose. They
also can help us live our vision by providing
opportunities for our graduates. Maybe they
have connections to get graduates into
graduate school or employment opportunities, or they could point out and recommend
our graduates to people. Our alumni can
also help by recruiting students. One of the
ways we get students is when people are
willing to share the value of a Dordt College
education.
And then financially. As I said earlier, we
have a wave of students coming through. We
need alumni to help support us out of gratitude for what they've received from this institution and to enable those currently attending
to catch the same vision. That's not easy
because right now many alumni are also parents of Dordt students.
!hat are you most looking forward to
t8the presidency and what aren't you
looking forward to?
he thing I'm most looking forward to and
H t'l'm enjoying already is getting to meet
so many different people. First of all, the oncampus people. There's a spirit of "we're all
in this happily together." That's one of the
reasons why our retention rate is so high;
there's a real sense among our students of "I
want to be here." Faculty and staff generally
have a spirit that says "We're here not just
because we need a job, but we really believe
in what this place is doing." I find that same
spirit when I talk to potential financial supporters, maybe people who aren't even connected to the college, but they've picked that
up. They know that this is a place of excitement, and it has a sense of mission and purpose.
The first time around I'm looking forward
to almost everything. Ask me again in a couple of years and maybe I'll be able to tell you
a few negatives.
{VyjJat do you most hope to accomplish in
~
jlresidency?
A would hope that Dordt will be known not
,(,;l.&Jllege that talks big but as a place that
is humbly and sincerely bold about what
we're doing and not afraid to ask whether
what we're doing is good. Others must recognize that we're not afraid to learn.
We must be a college that is recognized as
a place where people take seriously God-centered education that will lead to God- centered living and service. It must not be education for its own sake but education for the
sake of service in God's kingdom and living
within that kingdom. I think Dordt College is
on a path to accomplish this, and I hope to
give the kind of leadership that will enable us
to have the self-confidence to act boldy so
that others recognize it too.

Iwould hope that
Dordt will be known
not as a college that
talks big but as a
place that is humbly
and sincerely bold
about what we're
doing and not afraid to
ask whether what
we're doing is good.

"
Mace

In academia, the mace has
become a symbol of protection
and the academic quest for truth
and wisdom. It is carried at processions to symbolize academic
authority and the unity and aspirations of the collegial community.
The Dordt College mace was
first used this fall for the installation ceremony of Dr. Carl E.
Zylstra. It was designed and
constructed by professor Jacob
Van Wyk of Dordt's art department. The wooden portion was
made by Gregg Hooyer, a local
woodworker. A beautifully
crafted stand was also built and
designed by Hooyer for permanent display of the mace.
Designed to signify a shepherd's staff, Dordt's five-foot
mace is longer than the traditional model. The shaft is
formed from faceted and turned
walnut with porcelain rings at
regular intervals. Huguenot
crosses, descending doves, and
the flame motif embellish the
cylinder.
In the future, the mace will be
carried in all formal academic
processions.

Voice 3

To prepare such teachers takes a focused

graduate program, he believes.
"It is hard to teach undergraduates

to teach

in any way other than the way they were
taught because that is all they've experienced," he says. It is also hard for them to
see the bigger picture because they are pri-

marily concerned with getting the tools to get
the job done and survive in the classroom.

Graduate students, on the other hand,
know they can survive and are ready to take
needed to evaluate new methods and the confidence to try new strategies.

Fennema speaks highly of the teachers
with whom he has worked in the last three
summers. The Christian education movement
needs strong perspective, he says. He is con-

fident that these teachers will help lead the
way.
about enrolling

in

Oordt's graduate education program, contact
Dr. Jack Fennema by phone: 712-722-6236
or e-mail: jfennema@dordt.edu.

phase. Most of them felt that although they

are completing final requirements for

post-campus phase needed to be modified.
Completing a major project or study while
they are teaching is difficult and takes too
much time from their teaching. As a result

S

ome of the first students to enroll in
Dordt's graduate education program

graduation next May. Two students, who
have registered for every course offered in

the last three summers, are presently taking
their integrative exams in which they
respond holistically to a question or questions within their teaching area.

Although the program continues to be

T he most positive
aspect

of the

courses has

been the continual stress
on taking it into the class·

some modifications already have been made
and more are being considered.

Almost all of the students spoke appreciatively of the opportunity they had to interact
with and learn from each other.
"They participate as educators who bring
valuable experience to the discussion and

mer's session, almost all of them cited the
perspective and the practicality of the program as two valued components.

who are committed to teaching Christianly,"

One wrote, "I am learning many better
ways of teaching Christianly."
Another wrote, "The most positive

aspect

of the courses has been the continual stress
on taking it into the classroom. What we do,
we use."

They praised the minimal on-campus time,
the helpfulness of faculty, the valuable group
between

fellow

students who are

Christian teachers, and the overt biblical perspective

says Dr. Jack Fennema,

director of graduate

education. Many of the people enrolled are
capable teachers and seem to have natural
leadership ability. They want to bring fresh
ideas back to their classrooms and to their
schools, he adds. In !Jlany cases their schools

are looking to them for leadership in the area
of curriculum.

Fennema believes Christian education
needs this kind of drive.
"Many Christian schools are becoming
very fine academic

institutions,"

he says,

At present the program is made up of a precampus reading phase, an on-campus inclass phase, and a post-campus application

I sincerely appreciated the Reformed
perspective. I didn't think that this
Oordt for four years; however, I was not
only taught from a Reformed perspective
but was challenged to truly apply this
to my teaching.

The classes that I took this summer
were very practical. For example, I took
a class on integrated units. I learned the

philosophy and importance of integrated
units, how to properly write a genuinely

integrated unit for my classroom, and I
got to actually teach and evaluate the
unit I wrote.

After taking these classes I feel more
comfortable taking the initiative to
develop more thorough goals and units
for my own classroom instead of relying
on "what's always been done."

These classes have really challenged
me to think about and even change many
of my teaching practices: from the way I
assess my students to how I look at my
students as whole people when I plan
curriculum; from the importance

of mis-

sion statements for my teaching to the
issues important in education

today;

lives. Teaching Christianly must be a passion. It's been said that if a teacher wants

uations.

they are to survive and truly shape students'
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from doing a better job of using technology in my classroom to bouncing ideas
off colleagues as I deal with different sit-

"but they must offer something distinctive if

in every course.

They also had some suggestions to offer.

"

the rigorous program, the final

small, the seventeen currently enrolled speak
positively about their experience. In their
written evaluations at the end of this sum-
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room. What we do, we use.
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students to bleed, she must hemorrhage."

Administration and academics meld in computer programming course
Change in admissions standards for
next year's freshmen is the result of

A

cooperative

administration

work between

and a computer

the

science

class.

Last year Registrar Douglas Eckardt and

These

students' work

helped change policy and
raise the standards

of the

college," says Eckardt.

an academic subcommittee
on admissions
standards set out to determine what scores
students need to be successful

Eckardt went to computer

"

in college.

They hoped to gather data that would indicate the minimum high school GPA and ACT
score most students need to be able to graduate. In the past students could be admitted to
Oordt if they had a high school GPA of at
least 2.0.
science

instruc-

tor Jim Bos for help. At the time Bos was
teaching a course titled Information Systems
for Decision Support in which computer science majors learn how to present data so that
managers

can make the appropriate

policy

decisions. It was a perfect fit. Eckardt would
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get the information

he needed; Bas's stu-

which students could be admitted and still

D,

dents would have a real life problem to

expect to graduate in four years.

solve.
As a result of the cooperative work, incoming Dordt freshmen will need a minimum

Everyone was happy with the results.
Eckardt gained the information he needed to

or

make a decision, Bos could use a current
problem to teach the concept, and students

ur
pr

GPA of 2.25 or a minimum GPA of 2.0 and
an ACT score of 19 or above.
"We found that high school GPA is still the
best single predictor for success, but ACT did
playa role," Eckardt says.
To start the process Eckardt went to Bos's
class and described

what information

he

needed. Bos then took all of the academic
data needed for the study, stripped the names
and scrambled the ill numbers, and broke
down the study into different segments for
the class to tackle in groups. Based on data

covering several years of high school GPAs,
a variety of college course GPAs, and ACT
scores, the class was able to come up with a
formula to predict the minimum levels at

felt they were really doing something worthwhile.
"Students were more motivated

to do a

thorough job of the project because they
found it interesting

and relevant,"

says Bos.

"These students' work helped change
policy and raise the standards of the college,"
says Eckardt.
Eckardt is enthusiastic about further cooperation wherever it works out. Bas is also

tS
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open to further collaboration.
"Timing is important. You need to have a

legitimate problem to solve at the right time,"
he says. When the two meet, everyone

bene-

fits.
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Campaign
update

T

he Dordt 2000 Campaign reached
$11,500,000 on October I, continuing
its steady climb toward the
$16,000,000 goal. We continue to be blessed
with generous commitments to the campaign
from alumui and friends of the college.
The beginning of the 1996-97 academic
year kicked off anther round of Dordt 2000
dinners throughout the constituency. The list
of dinners for this year includes Sioux City
(Nov. 21), Wellsburg, Rock Valley, Fulton,
Inwood, Kansas City, Lethbridge, Dallas,
Quincy, Spokane, Abbotsford, Vancouver,
Langley, Victoria, Smithers, Hull, Waupun,
Volga, Lucas/McBain, Platte, Lake Worth,
and Oostburg.
The fuud-raising staff for the year includes
two new members. Dave Vander Werf ('84)
joined the development staff last year as
director of planued giving. He will special-

Development staff watched the __
P.......... a118U1lll1le1'; I to r.:
Mark B..... Wes Fopma, ~Ie Grltten, Dave Vander Wed, Kyle Van Zee.

ize in setting up wills, trusts, and annuities
as well as spending considerable time on
general fund raising. Kyle Van Zee ('96) has
a one-year appointment to help with campaign calls. Other development staff include
Mark Buss and Wes Fopma. Kelli

Board announces naming of DeWitt Gymnasium
he board of trustees of Dordt College
has announced that its existing gymnasium, which will be part of the new
recreation complex, has been named The
DeWitt Gymuasium out of gratitude to God
for the special support provided by Bill and
Martha DeWitt of Zeeland, Michigan.
The DeWitts are well known for their contributions and commitment to the cause of
Reformed higher educatiou. They have provided Dordt College with generous support
over an extended period of time, including an
initial major gift to kick off fund raising for
the recreation complex.
Bill and Martha DeWitt are natives of

T

western Michigan. Bill and his brother Marv
were the founders of the Bit-Mar Company, a
turkey processing firm in western Michigan.

Schuttinga of Kirkland, Washington, is
working on a one-year contract again this
year doing fund-raising and recruiting work
for the college iu the Pacific Northwest. Lyle
A. Grillers, vice president for college
advancement, is serving as campaign director. President Carl E. Zylstra will also be
intimately involved in campaign activities.
He will be attending many of the area dinners, getting acquainted with donors and
making fund-raising calls.
Construction work on the new indoor
recreation complex is progressing rapidly.
Vice President for Business Affairs Bernard
De Wit reports that construction work is
about a month ahead of schedule. The
86,000-square-foot facility is nearly enclosed.
The projected completion date for the complex is June or July of 1997, so we are anticipating that it will be ready for use at the
beginning of the 1997-98 academic year. The
excitement level is beginning to rise as the
entire college community anticipates using
the facility for their recreational, fitness, and
health needs.

Campaign Goal:
$16 million
Raised to date:
$11.5 million
Dordt 2000 is a fiveyear $16 million campaign to provide additional campus facilities,
meet the annual fund
goals, and increase the
endowment.

Give a Dordt sweatshirt or jacket or jumper

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Dordt afghan, cotton, navy/maroon, 48"x60", $45.50.
Dordt caps, indigo or green canvas, $16.30; stone canvas, $11.70; black or navy cotton, $9.20.
Gear textured 3-button henley, M, L,XL, $35.90.
Gear deuim or sesame twill shirt (sesame has button-down collar), M,L,XL, $41.95.
Gear soft polyester/cotton fleece sweatshirt, gray w/ green lettering, S to XXL, $32.95. Same with hood and front pocket, M to XXL, $36.95.
Kids denim 12M to 4T (large fit) overall, $21.95; jumper/turtleneck set, $28.95.
Gear cotton crew sweatshirt (80/20) with large open letters, M,L,XL, iced heather or blue indigo with striped trim, $35.95;
navy, cardinal or oxford heather, $30.95.
8. Gear cotton crew sweatshirt (801Z0) with colored embroidered letters, black or cream, S to XXL.
9. Mom or Grandma iced heather sweatshirt, navy and pink letters, L or XL, $24.95.
10. Gear lined jacket, nylon shell with hood, black, green, L,XL, or navy, L only, $54.95.
ALSO AVAILABLE (not pictured):
1. Dordt kids polyester/cotton sweatsuits, 12M to 4T, navy/gray, hunter green/gray, or soft gray fleece, $28.95/set.
2. Dordt kids t-shirts, striped iced heather with navy/green trim, 6-8,10-12,14-16,
$12.65.
3. Dordt Mom white sweatshirt, plaid letters, L,XL, $30.95. Dordt Dad green sweatshirt, gold letters, L,XL,XXL, $34.25; t-shirt (same style), X,XL,XXL, $20.45.
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FAX: 712-722-6416

•

Phone; 712-722-6420

•

Mastercard and VISA accepted.
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u.s~-News ranks Dordt

#1 in

R,

Best Value list
ordt College placed first among liberal-arts colleges in the Midwest
region in a U.S. News & World
Report 1996 ranking of college and university "best values." The rankings, published
in the September 23 issue of the magazine,
list colleges that U.S. News has deter.mined
offer quality education at a relatively reasonable cost.
U.S. News devised its "best-value" rankings "to provide a realistic measure of
where students can get the best education
for the money."
In preparing their best-value list for
regional colleges, U.S. News considered
only those colleges that placed in the top
twenty-five percent of the magazine's annual ranking of best colleges and universities.
Two best-value lists were then compiled,

D

Summer construction and
remodeling transforms campus
ore than thirty professors are walking around campus with a new
spring in their step this fall. Or, as
history professor Arnold Koekkoek describes
it, "There's a buoyancy of spirit around here."
During July faculty members moved from
the "temporary" offices built in 1970 to a spacious new complex that includes not only
offices that are larger than the cubicles they'd
grown used to, but more importantly, at least
one window in each office. The frosting on the
cake is an atrium in the center of the complex.
The area is divided into what have come to
be known as pods, six enclosed areas that
include four to six offices clustered around a
central reception area. Each pod houses faculty
of the same or related departments. Although
some faculty membes have said there's a bit
less interaction now that they're not all on top
of each other, no one would go back.
Psychology professor Dr. Ken Bussema
says, "It's a day and night difference. It is now
possible for me to meet with more than one
student at a time!"
Dr. Charles Veenstra, professor of communication says, "I always used to say there was
one thing Ididn't like about my job--- the
office. Now I have nothing to complain
about."
But facuIty offices are not the only new
facilities this fall. The Academic Skills Center
moved from a regular classroom to a large
newly remodeled area in the library. The
brightly lit, spacious new ASK Center is
hardly recognizable as the old catacombs in
the basement of the library.
Third floor residents of North Hall will
likely be most pleased about the work done in
their building once winter arrives. Dordt's
maintenance department installed a new heating system. For the past few years those who
lived on the third floor spent cold nights shivering, because the old system did not seem to
be able to get heat up that far once the temperature dropped below zero.
Two East Campus apartment buildings were
renovated and received new heating units as
well. Maintenance workers and their student
helpers also put new sheet rock, ceilings, and
exhaust fans in eight first floor apartments.
Those who never did appreciate the original
color scheme put in the chapel will appreciate
this summer's redecoration of the BJ .Haan
Auditorium. The bright reds were replaced
with warm purples. New paint, carpeting, and
pew cushions give a look of warm dignity.
And last but certainly not least is the work
on the recreation center. When students left
campus in May the area was a big mud hole.
They returned to a brick shell that gave a clear
idea of what lies ahead.

M

History triv ia
Forty years ago.
From the February issue of
the Voice comes this development: We are happy to
receive a tape recorder as the
beginning of our audio-visual
equipment program. This
recorder was originally purchased by the Gospel Hour
Male Chorus for the purpose
of radio broadcasting. It is to
be used for school purposes
as well as for the Gospel
Hour broadcasts.
The April issue reports: At
a meeting of the Midwest
Christian Junior College
Society, held April 13, a new
name for our college was
adopted. From henceforth,
the name will no longer be
"Midwest Christian Junior
College" but Dordt College.
Some thought it should be
"Dort" instead of "Dordt."
However, the recommendation of the board to spell it
"Dordt" prevailed.
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one which compared a college's quality
ranking with its "sticker price," (tuition,
room, board, and fees). Dordt took top place
on this list.
The magazine also compared an institution's quality ranking with its "discount
price" (sticker price minus the average of
need-based grants). In both lists, the higher
the ratio of quality to price, the better the
value.
U.S. News ranked best-value institutions
in four categories: national liberal-arts colleges, national universities, regional liberalarts colleges, and regional universities.
Dordt is one of more than 400 colleges in
the regional liberal-arts category.
This is the third year in row that Dordt
has been included in the U.S. News rankings.

Check out our Web Page
ordt's first Web page was the brainchild of Nick Breems, a computer
science major whose work study
assignment was to develop Dordt's Web
site. He took an individual study course to
learn the language and the procedures necessary to create the site. Last spring, after
Breems was hired full-time by computer
services, junior Dave Dykshoom, a management information systems major, took over
the job. Dykshoorn worked full-time this
summer updating and improving the existing home page.
According to Dykshoorn, the first home
page was small and didn't adequately represent Dordt in comparison to other colleges
and universities. Now, after a summer of
detailed work, he is pleased to announce
that Dordt has received many compliments
on the Web page.
Dordt's updated home page sports many
attractions. A map of the projected Campus

Plan 2000 shows what the future campus
will look like. A campus tour includes pictures and a map of the current campus.
Prospective students can visit admissions
and request infor.mation right over the Web.
By next semester, Information Services will
give browsers access to the library catalog
and allow them to fill out an interlibrary
loan request right from their computer screen.
Academic departments, such as engineering,
can also be explored. Some student resume's
are already available for examination.
In the future, Dordt's home page will
likely include Diamond archives, KDCR
Plumblines, and other Dordt publications.
Computer Services is also planning to move
all infor.mation from the campus gopher system to the Web. Keeping the page updated
and adding new information demands regular attention. It is Dykshoorn's daily job to
make sure that happens. Be sure to visit at
http://www.dordt.edu.

Dordt fall enrollment breaks record

equipment on the farm, and one upperclass
student serves as weekend manager.
"These students are doing an excellent job
so far," says Stetson, adding, "We're seeing
some good things happening with student,
faculty, and community involvement in the
Center, and the ASC continues to be an
important resource."

D

nrollment reached an all-time high this
fall, toppling a record that has stood for
nearly twenty years.
On the second day of classes, enrollment
stood at 1270, an increase of more than fifty
from the previous record of 1218 set in
1978-79. Last year's fall enrollment was
1209. The final figure, reported two weeks
after registration, was 1269.

E

ASC Fall update
he Dordt College Agriculture
Stewardship Center has had a good year.
At present the staff milks approximately
sixty cows, but with thirty pregnant and
springing heifers, manager Tim Stetson
anticipates significant growth in the near
future. Stetson reports the rolling herd average stands at 20,600 with twice-a-day milking, and the daily average per head is about
65 pounds of milk.
Silage was put up under optimal conditions this year with yields of over twentythree tons per acre. The thirty acres of com
are yet to be harvested at the time of writing. ASC staff continued to explore the use
of rotational grazing this summer, again
with good results.
Students continue to play an important
role in the work of the ASC. Stetson supervises nine work study students who milk
and do chores. A handful of others maintain

T

F:

Kelderman named Carver Scholar
argretha Kelder.man of Doon, Iowa,
has been selected as a 1996-97 Carver
Scholar by the Iowa College Foundation, as
the result of a grant from The Roy J. Carver
Charitable Trust Foundation.
Kelder.man is a junior this fall. She is
among fifty-six Carver Scholarship recipients this year who are juniors and seniors at
Iowa independent colleges and universities.
Now in its eighth year, the Carver
Scholars Program is designed to help students who demonstrate the desire to succeed
by overcoming significant social, economic,
and psychological obstacles to work toward
a college degree.
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Faculty Reading
ordt College English faculty practice
what they teach. Each fall they hold a
public reading of original work. Poetry,
sketches, and short stories drawn from the
varied experiences of each writer create an
enjoyable and inspiring evening for the general public and aspiring student writers.
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She believes that the new location will definitely lead to growth in services, and she is
currently exploring offering developmental
courses in such areas as writing or math. The
new computers also make additional on-site
testing more possible.
De Jong is pleased with the Center's
growth and is happy that the college has made
a conunitment to offer its services without
having to charge students service fees.
"I've talked to a number of parents who are
surprised that they won't have to pay extra for
their son or daughter to get individual help,"
she says. She and her staff are there for anyone who can use them and hope that their
efforts will allow more students to be successful in college.

More

students seem
.r-

to drop in now than

they did before,

"

Kobes chosen for PEW
Younger Scholars Program

Skills Center gets new home

T

he Academic Skills (ASK) Center
more than tripled in size this summer,
making it possible to expand the services it offers to students. The move from a
classroom that was off the beaten path to a
bright new room adjoining the newest computer lab on campus was greatly appreciated
and much needed, says ASK Center Director
Pam De Jong.
"When I began in this position in 1987 we
had around 500 appointments a year; now it is
well over 2600," she says. She credits that
growth to better identification of students who
need assistance and a greater willingness by
students to seek help.
The new location in the library basement
gives easy access to library services and to a
computer lab of multi-media Pentium 100s.
But an even bigger benefit is the space and
privacy now available.
"Before, despite the dividers in the room, it
felt as though everything was public. There
was not a good place to talk privately," says
De Jong.

Now she and the other professional staff in
the Center each have their own office, as well
as several quiet areas in which they and student tutors work with students.
The more powerful computers also expand
the possibilities for tutorial software that students can use on their own. De long; Susan
Kok, the ESL tutor; and Lavonne Boer, the special needs tutor, are all exploring packages that
will broaden the resources students can use.
In addition to more space and better technology, the ASK Center has greatly expanded
the number of hours per day that it is open.
Because it is now part of the library computer
lab, a monitor is on duty until the library closes every evening. In addition to the three professional staff, seventeen student tutors meet
with students to help them in calculus, biology, Spanish, history, writing, or any of a number of other areas. Nearly thirty students have
appointments each day with one of the staff or
tutors.
"More students seem to drop in now than
they did before," De Jong adds.

Dordt Pops concert features "The
Music of the Beatles"

for the Advancement and Support of
Education (CASE).
The Dordt poster was one of 500 entries in
the category "Individual Student
Recruitment Publications." Eight gold
awards, nine silvers, and twelve bronzes
were awarded by CASE, which supports the
work of advancement professionals in over
2500 colleges and universities throughout
North America.

T

he music of the Beatles was featured at
the Dordt College Pops Concert on
Friday, September 20. The Dordt Pops
Concert has become the traditional season
opener of the Concert Band and Chamber
Orchestra, under the direction of Dr. Heury
Duitman. Lighthearted selections and an
informal atmosphere make this concert a
perennial favorite with families. Concertgoers can expect the unexpected-ehildren
at last year's concert, which featured the
music of John Williams, found themselves
sitting next to extra-terrestrials as the ensembles played Williams' music from Star Wars,
under the baton of Darth Vader.

Retention

D

ordt College has been blessed with an
excellent rate of retention in the past
several years. Ninety-six percent of last
year's juniors returned this fall, seventy-nine
percent of last year's sophomores, and an
astounding eighty-eight percent of last year's
freshmen.

Dordt publication wins international
competition

A

Dordt College promotional poster has
garnered a silver award in an international competition sponsored by the Council

October 1996

New Scholarships announced

T

wo new scholarships are available to
Dordt students beginning this year.
The Talsma Memorial Pre-medical
Scholarship was left in the will of Mrs.
Amelia Talsma from Hawarden, Iowa. This
scholarship is available to an upperclass premedical student with a minimum grade point
average of 3.5. Students may apply in their
sophomore or junior year, and the money will
then be applied in their junior or senior year.
The Jeffrey A. Alons Theater Arts
Scholarship was established by Jeffrey
Alons' parents after his death last fall. The
scholarship is available to any upperclassmen interested in theater arts study, although
the recipient need not be a theater arts major.
The student will be chosen on the basis of
potential and participation in the theater arts
department. A short essay showing the student's Christian perspective will also be
required.

K

ristin Kobes, a senior at Dordt this
fall, was one of forty- two students
chosen from hundreds of applicants
across the country to participate in the PEW
Younger Scholars summer program at the
University of Notre Dame. Kobes applied
and was accepted to the history seminar, one
of six options offered in the program.
The PEW program was enticing not only
for its generous pay- $250 for travel
expenses, a $750 stipend for the three weeks,
and room and board-but
also for its opportunity to study and learn as a Christian
scholar. Kobes was assigned to Dr. Harry
Stout of Yale University, who specializes in
colonial American history and religious history. The seminar concentrated on classic
American histories, covering a broad range
of topics. The seminar also dealt with basic
historiography, helping students place major
movements in history.
The PEW Younger Scholars program
began at the end of May and lasted for three
weeks. Kobes was sent seven hefty books to
read even before she arrived. Once at Notre
Dame, she read 150-250 pages daily. Two
hours were spent in class each day, the first
in a lecture by her professor, the second in
presentation and discussion. The PEW scholars wrote a one-page paper every day, in
which the students were required to write in
their best prose, and three six-page papers,
one due at the end of each week.
"Although the work did keep us busy, we
didn't just sit with our noses in books,"
Kobes said. Outside of homework, she mingled with the other forty-one students, all
budding scholars from Christian liberal arts
colleges. Entertainment on the side included
movies and frisbee golf.
Kobes entered her junior year at Dordt
with a triple major: German, history, and premedicine. As a result of her studies in the
history seminar, Kobes decided to drop her
pre-med program. "I learned I could have a
career with history," she said, "and I'm also
more open [now] to the idea of teaching."
Kobes confessed that in her biological science courses, she had missed reading and
writing.
The basic goal of the PEW program is to
get Christian students into good graduate
schools and academies of higher learning.
The PEW students' work introduced them to
professors and scholars who may be able to
help them take advantage of such opportunities.
Kobes especially enjoyed the opportunity
to interact with professors on a personal
level. Her professor and mentor, Dr. Stout,
was an inspiration to her, helping dispel her
negative stereotypes about scholars.
"Dr. Stout was a professor, a scholar, a
Christian, and a lot of fun," she said.

T he basic goal of
the PEW program is to
get Christian students
into good graduate
schools and academies

of

higher learning.

"
Student Services
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Adamses take their
doctoral work back
to the classroom

11

(

hav.
rna)

C

Both

are back in the

classroom eager to do
the best job they can
of teaching students to
become discerning,
responsible Christians.

"

haries and Pam Adams are convinced
that going back to school together
for their doctoral programs was the
best way to do it.
"Once you're in a program there's no time
to do anything else anyway," says Charles, a
professor in Dordt's engineering program.
"That way ODe person doesn't want to go
out while the other feels pressured to work."
"It also helped us better support each
other through comprehensives and other
times of intense pressure because we were
both facing the same things," adds Pam, a
member of Dordt's education faculty.
They readily admit that going back to
school together might not work for everyone. Finances could be prohibitive. But
Dordt's faculty development program combined with research assistantships made the
leave possible and even comfortable.
It was the right time for the Adamses, too.
Since college Pam intended to do doctoral
work some day. And since all of the other
engineering faculty had gone back for their
Ph.D.s, Charles figured it was his tum, too.
"Our three sons were all married within a
twelve-month period, so nothing held us
back," says Charles, who founded Dordt's
engineering program seventeen years ago.
But committing to simultaneous doctoral
programs meant they had to find a place
where they both wanted to study.
"It definitely limited our options," says
Charles, who would likely have chosen
Iowa State on his own. They narrowed it to
the University of Iowa or the University of

Charles Adams receives 1996
John Calvin Award for teaching
harles Adams is this year's winner of the 1996 Iohn Calvin Award.
The annual award, funded by the late Hugh Meeter of Grand Rapids,
Michigan, is given "in recognition of commitment to teaching from a
Calvinistic perspective and developing and transmitting reformational insight
for a discipline." Alumni from 1995, 1991, and 1986, along with the faculty
were asked to nominate professors for consideration for the award. An independent three- member panel reviewed the nominations and made the final
decision.
In nominating Adams for the award, 1986 engineering graduate Richard
Haak wrote, "I learned more about using my God-given.talents and abilities in
a Christ-like way in science and business from this professor than any professor at Dordt...[he] will have an impact on my life forever as I work in the science and business world."
Another alumnus wrote, "I am sure I speak for most other Dordt engineering graduates when I say that 1 am truly grateful for having such an academically competent and soundly Christian engineering training."
Adams himself says this award means much more to him than his recently
completed Ph.D.
"It's terribly important that students demonstrate vision in every area of their
lives. Since I work in an area often called neutral, the most important thing 1
can do is to change that perception, to have students see that they respond to
the Lord in their work as an engineer, that it is as religious an experience to
work as an engineer as it is to sit in church on Sunday morning."
The process of bringing young people to that understanding is a communal
one, Adams emphasizes. The campus community, the department, the church,
and parents all playa role. Adams says he sees remarkable maturing as students move from their freshman to senior year. "Their perspective changes.
We may all have a way to go, but I believe Dordt is doing something unique
in students' lives," he says. "That I've been able to be part of that and make a
contribution means that my life and work here has been very worthwhile."
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Nebraska. U of I was a better fit for Charles,
and in the end Pam believes it offered a better and more flexible program in reading for
her as well.
Both Adamses are glad to be back in the
classroom. Pam returned already last year,
while Charles took an extra year to finish
his dissertation. Charles is probably the
most happy to be back. It took a while for
him to settle on his dissertation topic. After
starting in a technical area, slogging through
a rigorous program with a "bunch of twenty-three-year-olds,' Charles realized it was
not the focus he wanted. Eventually, partly
through contacts that Pam had made in the
education department, he set up an interdisciplinary program between the engineering,
philosophy, and education departments. For
his dissertation he developed a curriculum
that integrates the humanities and the social
sciences into an engineering program.
Using what he calls a Christian, NeoCalvinist philosophical approach, he proposed a number of concrete changes to the
traditional engineering curriculum. It included such things as an introduction to
engineering that covers a variety of issues
related to being a Christian in the field of
engineering. It also recommended integrating skill courses with topics engineers typically miss, something like Dordt's new
English 10 I course focusing on food. Other
components include an emphasis on aesthetics and engineering design and on the moral
properties of technological artifacts. Adams'
work is currently being used to help the
department reevaluate their current offerings.
Pam wanted to relate her area of specialty,
reading, to Christian schools. In her research
she fell upon the idea that Fundamentalist
Christians often teach reading very phonetically. The assertion was made that those who
subscribe to a literalistic reading of Scripture
are likely to base their teaching heavily on
phonics. In contrast, those who subscribe to a
whole language approach tend to read the
text less literally and more for meaning.
Pam decided to explore whether the way
Christian school teachers teach reading is

tied to how they view Scripture. Based on a
survey and interviews she found little correlation between a literalistic reading of
Scripture and a strict phonetic approach or
between a whole language approach and a
more contextual reading. Based on her
research she believes that many Christian
school teachers base their teaching of read- ,
ing more on the current trend or on tradition
than a carefully thought out biblical understanding of how to teach reading.
"The study made me more sensitive to the
importance of a Christian perspective in
reading," she says. She will work harder to
have her students develop a conscious perspective in the years ahead.
Both Charles and Pam say their leave
affected their teaching in positive ways. Pam
had the opportunity to sit in on many other
classes to observe how others teach.
"I changed a number of things last year.
Some were good changes; some I changed
back this year," Pam says. Nevertheless, it
served as a source of new ideas to explore.
Pam also had an opportunity to participate
in some small studies, talking to a number
of undergraduates about such topics as
"what helps them learn?" and "what activities and assignments are most beneficial?"
"They talked to me more openly as a
graduate student than if I had been their professor," she says. As a result of that experience, she has made some changes in her
teaching.
Charles has a greater empathy for his students as a result of his program. He has
learned to be more aware of differences in
learning styles and individual abilities. And
although much of his course work was
beyond what is taught at an undergraduate
level, he says he's gained some fresh ideas,
especially for his Technology and Society
course.
Although their experiences overlapped
greatly and varied greatly, their goals were
the same and the results are the same. Both
are back in the classroom eager to do the best
job they can of teaching students to become
discerning, responsible Christians whether
they will work in education or engineering.
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In memory

Campus mourns the death of Jeffrey Gesch
, '~flecting
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on how fast the first few
years of my life have gone by, I
ave to wonder how much longer I
have to live on this earth. If God grants it,
maybe sixty or seventy years, but is that really
very long?" These words are from Jeff Gesch's
1994 valedictorian address at his graduation
from Sheboygan Connty Christian High School.
The words became especially poignant on
Sunday moming, Angust 11, 1996, when Jeffrey
Brian Gesch died from a massive asthma attack,
leaving this earth at the age of twenty years.
The news of Jeff's death spread quickly
through a chain of phone calls, prayers, and
tears. His friends and family, including Dordt
friends from all over the country, attended the
funeral in Cedar Grove, Wisconsin. Jeff is survived by his parents, Jeffrey and Jerilyn
Gesch, his younger siblings Peter, Shana, and
Jeanette, and two sets of grandparents.
Jeff was born on May 21, 1976, in
Sheboygan, Wisconsin. He attended Oostburg
Christian School, Sheboygan County Christian
High School, and Dordt College. He would
have entered his junior year at Dordt this fall
as an art major.
On the night of August 30, an informal coffeehouse and memorial was held in Children's
Park in Sioux Center, where friends talked,
laughed, and cried as they remembered Jeff. A
formal memorial chapel was held in the B.I.
Haan Anditorium on September 12. Jeff's
immediate fannily and his grandparents from
Cedar Grove were able to attend. President
Zylstra, campus pastor Don Draayer, and art
professor Jacob Van Wyk spoke on behalf of
the faculty and staff of Dordt College. The
Mumbling Mobstalkers, Jeff's old band,
played a compilation of the songs they had
played together. Friends spoke of their memories. A video collage of Jeff's life at Dordt in
the Talent Show, Comedy League, and general
dorm dwelling was shown.
Dordt students who may not have known
Jeff personally will nevertheless remember

Jeff

lived his life

fully, creatively,
lovingly, and to the
glory of God.
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him. Jeff's love of music made him a regular
at campus coffeehouses and music events. His
innate comic timing pushed him onto the stage
in the SUB every other week for Comedy
League. His clothing style (bellbottoms,
polyester, vests with fringe, and funky hats)
stood out among No Fear shirts and Nike
shoes. His artwork in the Canon and the Signet
are reminders of his talent.
This year the Diamond, the Signet, the
Voice, and the Canon will remember Jeff
through articles and artwork. Dordt is also
considering the possible commissioning of art
for the library, where Jeff worked during his
years at Dordt. The tree planted in his memory
will grow just east of the B.I. Haan
Auditorium. And Jeff's face, still alive in our
snapshots and memories, will be on the memorial wall in the Student Union Bnilding.
Jeff's valedictory speech asked his audience
to live each day to its fullest. Jeff was faced

with asthma every day of his life. After a bad
asthma attack as a child, he was told he might
die of his asthma someday. And yet, although
Jeff was never free of that knowledge, he did
not live his life in fear. He lived his life fully,
creatively, lovingly, and to the glory of God.
Jeff often lived his days untiJ three or four in
the morning with friends, Kool-Aid, art, and
music. It is hard for us now to imagine living
our days to their fullest. The loss of a dear
friend has created an emptiness within us. It
may be years, it may be days, until we see leff
again. It is a comfort to know that Jeff is not
counting out twenty-four hours and 365 days as
we do. He is living in the fullness of God's
love, in what is for us incomprehensible time.
In his address he also said, "We should be striving to use our short time here on earth to glorify God." The message is striking for us as we
remember Jeff's life and-through our tearsas we live onr own lives, glorifying God.
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Five freshmen named distinguished scholars
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ve students from across the country were
chosen as Distinguished Scholars from
the 1996 class of incoming freshmen.
This honor is awarded to top academic students.
The recipients are guaranteed $5000 in grants
for each of their four years at Dordt, as long as
they maintain a 3.0 grade point average.
Hannah Atwood hails from Moscow, Idaho,
where she attended Logos High School.
Currently, Hannah is nndecided in her major.
She does know that she loves studying foreign
languages, definitely plans to graduate from
college, and "eventually" will marry.
Matthew McNatt joins us from Naperville,
Illinois. He attended Waubonsie Valley High
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School. Matthew intends to eam a double major
in secondary education in English and philosophy
or theology. His future plans include teaching at
the college or high school level. In the meantime,
he will keep busy playing chess, camping, canoeing, swimming, biking, and reading.
Livija Shannon comes from Pella, Iowa,
where she graduated from Pella Christian High
School. She is currently listed as a communication major. At Dordt, Livija sings in the
Chorale. She also plays the piano and the oboe,
enjoys theater, reading classics, watching good
movies, and drinking gourmet coffee. Her goals
include a trip to Israel in the next few years and
memorizing more Scripture.

Liam Starkenburg made the trek to Dordt
from Palmyra, New York, where he attended
Newark High School. At Dordt, he plans to
double major in electrical engineering and computer science. He is involved in the Computer
Club, the CCM Club, Intervarsity, and soccer
intramurals. He also has a work study job with
Computer Services.
Brook. Van Engen made a shorter trek from
Rock Valley, Iowa. A graduate of Western
Christian High, Brooke is currently a math
major at Dordt. She enjoys singing in the
Chorale. AJthough Brooke is not sure of her
future goals, she says she does know that she
doesn't want to be a teacher.

T he recipients
guaranteed

are

$5000 in

grants for each of their
four years at Dordt.
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Visser brings
international business
to two continents
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r. John Visser's international business
course became even more international this summer. In May Visser's
class was set in Amsterdam. He joined students on Dordt's Netherlandic Studies Program
in Contemporary Europe (N-SPICE) to teach
and leam about international business first hand.
Mornings were spent in class. Afternoons
the class toured and listened to managers talk
about their work with some of the biggest marketing and trading companies in the world.
"Often students saw the concepts we had
talked about in the morning applied very
directly in the afternoon visits," says Visser.
Visser was enthusiastic about the response
he got from businesses and students.
"No one turned us down," he says. "They
seemed appreciative of the way we wanted to
tie business to the classroom. That approach
doesn't seem to be as popular in The
Netherlands as in the United States or Canada."
Students visited such places as ABN Amro,
the largest bank in The Netherlands and a
leader in international finance; AT&T Europe;
Hessing, an automobile importer; Van
Ommeren, one of the largest tanker companies
in the world; Heineken; and Vander Have, an
international seed company. They also spent a
day in Rotterdam, the gateway to Europe and
the busiest port in the world.
"Students sensed the difficulty of doing
business across cultural lines," says Visser.
Even though many Dutch people spoke
English, the students often had to depend on
the language skills and cultural knowledge of
Dr. Case Boot, director of Netherlandic
SPICE, who accompanied them on most of
their trips.
"We gained a better sense of how American
business is perceived and had many of our preconceptions tested," Visser adds.
He hopes to offer the course in Europe every
second year if enrollments warrant it.
After a few weeks back in Sioux Center,
Visser headed for China as part of a team of
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Christian business professors and professionals
who went to teach Chinese businessmen in
Beijing through the first Sino-U.S. Institute of
Business Management. Sponsored by the
Beijing Institute of Technology, the State
Bureau of Foreign Experts, and the Norinco
Group (an industrial electronics and chemicals
conglomerate with nearly 800,000 employees),
Visser and four other professors taught market
economy business practices to a group of forty
top managers. They also provided consultation
in the areas of curriculum development, information resources, and pedagogy. The professors, who were selected in part through
English Language Institute China (ELlC), came
from Anderson and Grand Canyon Universities
and Dordt, Eastern, and Messiah colleges.
China is dependent on outside experts
to help them develop a market economy,
s~ysVisser. Bad experiences with some
"experts" and good experiences with the
ELlC English language program have
earned ELlC the respect of Chinese authorities. Like ELIC English teachers, however,
the business professors were prohibited
from proselytizing.
Visser says that he taught decision-making
methods for international business from a perspective that tried to demonstrate how
Buddhism, Hinduism, secular humanism, or
Christianity affect how you do business.
Some Chinese students wanted Visser just to
tell them how to make more money. But some
saw how Christianity has influenced
American values and wanted to know more.
For the Chinese, religion is so separate
from the rest of their lives that even though
they know many Americans are Christian,
especially those who come in through ELIC,

\!

they do not understand the pervasive power
of the gospel over all of life, says Visser.
Even without overtly teaching or sharing their
faith, Christians can have an impact, he says.
A parallel goal of the business professors is
to develop personal relationships with
Chinese people. These relationships lead to
questions about what motivates them and can
be a powerful tool for communicating. Visser
says he also emphasized that working and
trading together could also reduce tensions
between people and therefore reduce the likelihood of superpower conflicts.
Business connections also were made that
could bear fruit later. China today embodies a
tension between the communists' need to control its people and the increasing flow of
information and ideas into the country from
the West, says Visser. Soldiers surrounded the
university gates, and Chinese citizens were
prohibited from attending the International
Christian Fellowship Church that Visser
attended while he was there. Yet some things
are changing.
"The Chinese people showed wonderful
hospitality and the program received high
evaluations," says Visser. "We taught them
what they wanted to know and established
our professional integrity, but we also raised a
number of issues that they probably hadn't
thought about before our visit."
Organizers may expand the program next
year. Although Visser says he wouldn't mind
spending a summer at home, he may return to
continue the work he and others have begun.
He hopes that his work will open a door and
maybe even encourage business students to
think about combining a career in international business with tent-making.

Counselor Christians earns doctorate

D

irector of Personal Counseling Mark
Christians can now be called Dr.
Christians by students. In late August
he successfully defended his doctoral dissertation, completing requirements for his Ed.D.
in counseling psychology from the University
of South Dakota.
Christians, who also worked full-time as a
doctoral assistant and intern at USD's student
counseling center during his two-year leave,
focused his research on alcohol use assessment instruments. The center is a state-certified drug and alcohol service provider.
Christians' dissertation, "A Comparison of
Several Substance Use Assessment
Instruments and the Clinical Interview in the
Diagnosis of Substance Abuse Disorders,"
examines some commonly used tests to see
how accurately they diagnose alcohol abuse
and dependence.
Christians' research will help his own
work as campus drug prevention coordinator
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here at Dordt, but it will also add to the body
of knowledge for those working in the field
of substance abuse and treatment.
"These testing instruments are all relatively
new, three of them are less than ten years old,
two of them only four years old. Only limited
research has been done on their accuracy and
reliability," says Christians. "This is the first
study to examine all instruments simultaneously." His results confirmed for him the usefulness of the test he uses most often on
Dordt's campus.
Although this is already Christians' second
year back after his leave, the completion of
the dissertation brings to a close a process
that has given him better tools to do his job.
"In general, the mental health issues at a
public university are more diverse and
severe than those at private Christian colleges," he says. "I feel I have a better basis
and background to deal with a wider variety
of mental health issues as a result of my

counseling and research." It's also given him
new ideas for his counseling and some new
thoughts about how Dordt's student services
office can better serve students.
In the year ahead, Christians, who sees an
average of 80-100 clients in a year, anticipates setting up more group counseling sessions as the need is indicated through individual counseling. By meeting with focused
groups of students struggling with such
things as eating disorders, grief issues, or the
effects of divorce, he will be able to reach
more people, he believes.
With the busyness of his doctoral program
past, he is thankful for the rich experience his
program provided. At the same time he is
thankful to once again let faith issues have
their legitimate place in his counseling.
"It felt good coming back," he says.
"Students here are a pleasure to work with.
The whole experience has been a testimony
to God's grace in my life."
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Rev. Don Draayer, campus pastor, was
awarded the Doctorate of Ministry Degree
from Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena,
California, on June 8, 1996. His doctoral thesis
was titled, "Brokenness to Wholeness: A
Design for Christian College Ministry in the
1990s."
Dr. James C. Schaap, professor of English,
recently led a series of fiction workshops at
Ad-Lib, a conference for Christian writers in
the Colorado Rockies. Schaap published a
short story, "Exodus," in The Other Side. and a
book review of Andre Dubus' Dancing After
Hours in Image. He spoke and read at
Graceland College in Lamoni, Iowa, and also
at the Christian Teacher's Association in South
Bend, Indiana.
Dr. Jack Fennema, professor of education,
led a workshop on discipline for the
Association of Christian Schools International
in the San Francisco area in August. He published an article, "Christian Discipline-Let's
Get to the heart of the Matter" in October's
Christian Educators' Journal. Fennema also
led two sectionals over the Tri-State break.

n.

,

Dr. Mark Christians was one of twentythree counseling professionals from fifteen
Christian colleges and universities to attend a
forum for Christian counseling. Sponsored by
the Coalition for Christian Colleges and universities, the forum was held at Biola
University in La Mirada, California. The group
met to discuss issues and programs related to
counseling services.

_
Dr. John Van Dyk, professor of education,
had a busy and exciting summer. On May 31,
he spoke at the Institute for Open Christianity
in St. Petersburg, Russia. In June he was in
Amersfoort, Holland, meeting with representatives of various Dutch Christian educational
organizations; in Kerala, India, for the baptism
of his granddaughter; and in Seoul, South
Korea, where he gave presentations on teaching Christianly and visited Christian schools.
In July he taught a session on Christian perspectives on teaching at Trinity Western university in Langley, B.C. In August he conducted a seminar on Christian philosophy of
education at Denver Christian Schools. Most
recently, he has led workshops in Abbotsford,
British Columbia and at Redeemer College in
Ancaster, Ontario.
Dr. John Zwart, professor of physics, presented a paper, "Spinning Tubes: an Exercise
in Laboratory Problem Solving," at the North
Midwest Section Meeting of the American
Society of Engineering Education on October 3
at North Dakota State University.

i

Suzanna Kok, ESL coordinator, taught
English as a Second Language (ESL) in
Moscow at the Russian American Christian
University (RACU). RACU, founded by John
Bernbaum, has its roots in the Coalition of
Christian Colleges and Universities. The university mainly tries to serve Christians who were
denied good jobs and futures in the Communist
regime. The ESL progrann is a part of the summer language institute, which also helps the university gain visibility and credibility.
The summer language institute at RACU is

an intense four-week progrann. Kok taught
mainly college-age students, although some
high school students and professionals also
participated. Most of the students were
Christians interested in Christian literature,
including songs and spirituals, available in the
English language.
Dr. PanI Otto, assistant professor of history,
was recently offered a contract to write a biography of Peter Stuyvesant for the Library of
American Biography series published by
Addison Wesley. The book is tentatively titled
Peter Stuyvesant and the Dutch Experience in
Colonial New York. Otto has previously con-.
tributed an entry on Stuyvesant for Oxford's
American National Biography to be published
in 1998.
Otto also presented a paper titled "New
Netherlandic Frontiers: Dutch and Munsee
Indian Relations in North America," at the
Eighth Interdisciplinary Conference on
Netherlandic Studies held at Columbia
University.

The professional
involvements of Dordt faculty members outside of the classroom
reveal Dordt's commitment to
provide educational leadership in the Christian community as well as among its own
students. By sharing these
activities, we hope to provide
fellow Christians with further
resources, ideas, and encouragement as they work to be of
service in Christ's kingdom.

On October 12, Dr. Joan RingerwoIe was a
guest of the Casavant Freres Limitee's celebration of the new Rildia O'Bryan Cliburn organ
recently installed in the Broadway Baptist
Church in Fort Worth, Texas. The instrument is
the largest pipe organ Casavant has built and
has 10,615 pipes, 191 ranks, and two consoles
with Iive keyboards on each console. The
organ is in honor of the mother of pianist Van
Cliburn.
Ringerwole was also recently nominated to
the Research Board of Advisors of the
American Biographical Institute, Inc.
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Six new faculty includes three Canadians
ix new professors have joined the Dordt
College faculty for the 1996-97 academic
year. They are Peter J. Boonstra of the
philosophy department, Richard G. Faber of
the math department, Sydney J. Hielema of the
theology department, Paul Otto of the history
department, Kenneth L. Petersen of the environmental science department, and Fred Van
Geest of the political science department.
Peter Boonstra comes to Dordt from the
Free University in
Amsterdam, where he has
been working on doctoral
studies in the history of
philosophy and systematics. He received his doctorandus in systematic
philosophy there in 1995.
He is now working on
completing his dissertation. Prior to the Free University, Boonstra
attended Dordt, where he received a B.A. in
agriculture and philosophy in 1987. He is married to Jean (Pausma) Boonstra.
Richard Faber and his wife, Lori, come to
Dordt from Grand Rapids, Michigan, where
Faber taught for a year as assistant professor of
mathematics at Calvin
College. He earned his
Ph.D. in functional analysis from the University
of Illinois in 1995. Faber
has a master's in mathematics from the
University of Illinois as
well, completed in 1991.
He also served as a graduate teaching assistant while he completed
coursework. He is a 1988 graduate of Dordt
College.
Sydney Hielema graduated from Dordt in
1976 with a degree in music. He went on to get
his bachelor of education in music and English

S
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from the University of
Toronto, graduating in
1982. He also has a master's in theology from the
University of St. Michael's
College in Toronto. He is
currently working on a
doctoral degree through
Wycliffe College, Toronto
School of Theology, which he expects to complete in 1997. After teaching elementary and
secondary music for thirteen years, Hielema
has been a half-time youth pastor at Bethel
Christian Reformed Church in Newmarket,
Ontario, and a co-instructor of two courses at
Wycliffe College for the past three years. He
and his wife, Evelyn, have three children.
Like Faber, Paul Otto and his wife, Lynn,
along with their three children, come to Dordt
after a year in Grand
Rapids, Michigan, where
Otto held an assistant
professorship at Calvin
College. Otto has a Ph.D.
in history from Indiana
University, a master's in
history from Western
Washington University,
and a B.A. in history
from Dordt College (1987). In addition to his
year at Calvin, Otto has teaching experience as
a course and teaching assistant at both Indiana
University and Western Washington University.
Ken Petersen is a 1979 graduate of Dordt
College. He received his
master's of science in
wildlife biology from
Iowa State University in
1982, and his Ph.D. in
animal ecology from Iowa
State in 1986. He has been
instrumental in developing
the environmental science

departments at Viterbo College in La Crosse,
Wisconsin, and Monmouth College, in
Monmouth, Illinois. He also has taught at summer institutes, including the Au Sable Institute
in Mancelona, Michigan. Petersen and his wife,
Deb, have three children.
Fred Van Gees! spent the last year in Beirut,
Lebanon, teaching in the department of political science and public administration at the
American University of Beirut. He obtained his
Ph.D. in political studies in 1995 from Queen's
University in Kingston, Ontario, where he also
taught and was involved in research. He earned
his master's in public administration from
Carleton University in Ottawa, Ontario, where
he also worked in the government offices of
communications and the treasury. He has a
B.A. in economics from the University of
Western Ontario in London, Ontario.

DORDT
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Faculty Positions
Dordt College is seeking Christian academicians for openings beginning
August 1997 in the following areas:
Business Administration: management and marketing or other areas
Communication: introductory and mass communication courses
Education/Psychology: special education courses and developmental psychology
Health, Physical Education, Recreation: exercise science, health, coaching theory,
coaching women's sports
History: American history with a background in native American and Latin American
history desired
Theology: Introductory and upper level courses
Specific job descriptions are available. Qualified persons committed to a
Reformed, biblical perspective and educational philosophy are encouraged to
send a letter of interest and curriculum vitae to Dr. Rockne McCarthy; Dordt
College; 498 4th Ave. NE; telephone: 712-722-6333; facsimile: 712-722-4496;
e-mail: vpaa@dordt.edu.
Dordt College is an equal opportunity institution and encourages the nominations
afwomen and minorities.

DORDT
498 4th Avenue NE

and candidacies

COLLEGE
Sioux Center, Iowa 51250-1697

712-722-6333
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Alumni focus

Upcoming Events
Judy (Vande RoeIlllagey '73
Alumni Director

T

Judy Hagey

Dordt's home page
Dordt College is on the
World Wide Web. Check out
our Home Page at
www.dordt.edu.Still under
construction, the site offers a
virtual tour of campus, provides staff and student directories, and allows prospective
students to request additional
information, Since coming
on-line this past summer the
admissions office receives 812 inquiries a week via the
"net." And coming soon-an
alumni website with an email directory of alumni and
current information about
alumni activities and events.

-

ransition. The 1996-97 year at Dordt is
marked by some rather significant
changeovers. They range from the
obvious physical changes that occurred on
campus during the summer, to the transitions
of leadership, to those smaller, less noticeable, transitions in procedure and policy that
keep an institution running smoothly.
Students and visitors couldn't help but be
impressed by the physical changes that
occurred on campus during the summer. The
boarded up wall and temporary entry at the
west end of the classroom building were
removed to reveal a large new media center
and a maze of spacious faculty offices. The
area to the east of the gymnasium, emptied of
trees and home to giant earth- moving
machines when the students left in May,
sprouted an immense red brick (what else?)
structure that will soon be the home of the
new recreation complex.
A quieter, but no less important

transition,

took place within the president's office over the
spring and summer. Dr. John B. Hulst passed
the president's baton to Dr. Carl E. Zylstra. For
the first time in the college's history, we have a
president who did not "grow up" with the college. A transition that testifies that Dordt itself
is maturing

as an institution

with a new genera-

tion of leaders taking its place.
And, yet another transition has taken place
within the alumni office, as Jim De Young.
the director of alumni and public relations
since 1986 passed the alumni portion of his
work on to me, director of alumni and
church relations. This shift involves more
than a change of personnel. It brings responsibility for two very important constituen-

cies-Dordt's
supporting churches and
alumni-into
one position. Another indication of Dordt's maturation process. Alumni
are making significant contributions to the
college in a variety of capacities-and
will
increasingly be looked to for leadership and
support.
Recently 1 spent some time looking through
past issues of alumni board minutes and
alnmni publications-The
Dordtell and The
Voice. It was interesting to note the various
phases that the alumni association has gone
through-from
a fledgling association under
the direction of one staff person with responsibility for development and alumni relations,
to a local all-volunteer board (that, by the
way, produced a separate alumni newsletter,
the Dordtell for many years), to a 10,000member association headed by a national
board and two staff members with primary
responsibility for alumni affairs. All of these
transitions reflect Dordt's development as an
institution; all are passages from one stage to
another.
But 1 was also impressed by the common
thread that ran through all these transitionsthe desire to "support the welfare of Dordt
College and to support and encourage Dordt
College in its role as a Christian educational
institution." To be sure, there are the shared
experiences (sweating through a Western Civ
exam, late night runs to Casey's Bakery) that
tie us together as alumni. But it is our common conunitment to the Kingdom of Jesus
Christ--embodied in Dordt College and fostered in our education here, that keeps our
alumni association strong. I look forward to
strengthening our ties to one another and to
the college we hold dear.

President's Receptions
Dordt is hosting a number of receptions
during the next few months to introduce Dr.
Carl E. Zylstra to our constituents. Alumni,
parents, and supporters are invited to hear Dr.
Zylstra's vision for Dordt College. Plan to
join us for fellowship and refreshments at the
reception in your area.
Pella - Nov. 4, 7:30 p.m, at Pella Christian
Grade School
Oostburg - Nov. 9, 8:00 p,m. at Oostburg
Christian School
Waupun - Nov. 10, 8:45 p.m. (after evening
services) at Waupun Christian School

Regional Events
Chicago-area

Alumni

The women's basketball team is participating in the Trinity Christian College Tournament over the Thanksgiving WeekendNovember 29-30. Join the team and local
alums after the Friday game at Chicago
Christian High for a post-game pizza party.
Pacific Northwest
Alumni in the Pacific Northwest will have
a number of opportunities to connect with
Dordt later this year. The men's basketball
tearn will be in the area over the Christmas
Holidays playing in Tacoma, Olympia, and
Bellingham. The Hockey Club will tour in
British Columbia January 6-11. Watch your
mail for details about these and related alumni
events.
December
27 - Men's Basketball - Pacific Lutheran,
Tacoma, WA
28 - Men's Basketball - St. Martins,
Olympia, WA
30 - Men's Basketball - Western
Washington, Bellingham, WA

~

Mark your calendars for
Homecoming and Reunion

FLASHBACK

Homecoming - January 25
The traditional basketball games will fill the afternoon schedule. The popular Alumni Hospitality Room will be open serving a variety of foods throughout the afternoon and providing a place to meet and visit with former classmates. Plans are also in the works to end the day with an alumni talent show.

Reunion - June 27-29
Dordt College has been hosting Summer Reunions for about 15 years.
They have been a great way to get in touch with old friends/roommates, see
what's new on campus, and re-live those carefree college years. We're planning a few changes in the summer reunion program. The l Oth and 25th
anniversary years (Classes of 1987 and 1972) will be invited as usual. And
we're inviting the classes of 1980 - 1984 in our first attempt at a "cluster
reunion." Lots of you have told us you'd like to see members of the classes
ahead of!behind you. We're going to try that with the 15th year group. In the
future, we'll continue to invite the 10th and 25th anniversary years and clusters of classes at the lSth, 20th, and 30th year anniversaries. You'll find an
Alumni Reunion Schedule below. Clip it for ready reference-and
begin
planning to attend your next Dordt Reunion.
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Alumni association news
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The alumni association is served by a 13+
member board representing eight regions
throughout the United States and Canada.
The six representatives of region I serve as
the executive committee. Board members
serve four-year terms and provide important
insight and advice in the work of alumni
affairs.
Beginning with this issue of The Voice we
will profile 3-4 board members in each issue.
We've also included a word from board president, Adri Ruisch. We hope you enjoy getting
to know the people who are representing you
on the alumni association board. Feelfree to
contact them with your ideas for a more
effective alumni association.

A note from the president
Adri Ruisch ('90)

S

ince your graduation, Dordt College has
been on the
m
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e

responding to the
needs of an everchanging world.
This
forward
movement
has
utilized innovative educational
opportunities,
but never in sacrifice
of
the
Reformed worldview or academic
excellence in a
Christian higher education setting.
Dordt College continues to prepare students
today for tomorrow's challenging careers. The
faculty and board are committed to providing
future alumni with an educational foundation
that we believe is unmatched by other colleges.
The record 1269 students enrolled this year wiIl
soon be alumni, ready to impact our society.
Iu response to educational and student life
needs, the Dordt College campus is usually in
some state of renovation and/or expansion.
The new recreation complex promises to
enhance the life of the college for years. Of
course, the greatest impact on each student is
not through access to facilities, but from the
spiritual nurturing of concerned staff and the
Christian fellowship between students.

On behalf of the alumni board, I want to
encourage you to remain involved with the
Dordt community. We encourage you to visit
the campus. Please keep in your plan homecoming 1997 set for January 25.
As an alumni, encourage a potential traditional or non-traditional student to consider
Dordt, support the college with your financial
gifts, but above all uphold Dordt College with
your prayers. You are a valued member of the
college community. Carry on.
In Christ's Service for Dordt,
Adri M. Ruisch, MSW
Alumni Board Chairperson

Kelli Schuttinga ('71) currently works as a
Gailen Venrink is a 1990 graduate of
development representative for the Dordt
Dordt's business administration program, cur2000 campaign. She and her husband, Ray,
rently working as a float/cash manager for
have a son, Andy, and daughter-in-law,
Citibank in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. He
Bethany, who are seniors at Dordt. They also
and his wife, Stephanie (Vos,'92), have one
have a daughter, Molly, a high school senior.
daughter, Erika, who is eight months old.
Kelli writes, "I have beautiful memories of
He writes, "Some of my best memories of
Dordt College-s-arriving with no knowledge
Dordt are of the great friendships I made and
of the Dutch CRC culture, unaware that there
the supportive and caring atmosphere that
were such things as Christian high schools or
existed on campus between students and facgrade schools. ...! thought it all began with
ulty. I'm thankful for the life-long friendChristian colleges. What a strange assortships, my wonderful wife, and the important
ment of bedfellows I met and whom I've
influence of professors and coaches.
grown to love, respect, and thank God for. I
"I have never regretted attending Dordt
grew so much during those years. What an
College, and I am very thankful to God for
adventure.
Dordt and the opportunities it provided for
My position as development representative
me. The quality of the education and the
gives me the opportunity to visit constituents
quality of the students were and are excellent.
and alumni throughout the western United
"I am honored to represent Dordt alumni
States and Canada. These visits are helpful in
on the alumni board. Alumni are a talented
my role as a representative on the alumni
and important part of the Dordt constituency.
board. I am able to help cultivate a greater
I feel we must identify opportunities to keep
sense of what it means to be an alumnus of
the alumni body informed. Any ideas you
Dordt. I have come to realize that not everyhave are greatly appreciated by the board."
one has as great an appreciation for Dordt as
I do, and it has made me more sensitive to
Kathy Sybesma graduated from Dordt's
the fact that we need to listen to the concerns
secretarial science program in 1986. Since
of our alumni and work to bring change.
1991 she has been the personnel manager at
Some people believe the adage if something
the Foreign Candy Company in Hull, Iowa.
isn't broke, don't fix it. I prefer work on it
She writes, "1;I)e alumni board becomes
before it breaks, expand it, perfect it, ignite it. "
increasingly important as the college grows
That is my desire for the alumni board. We
.
and 'ages.' We need tofindways to keep
have so much to work for. We cannot sit
alumni tied to Dordt. The alumni board
around and wait for something to happen, we
can serve as the connecting link for
are to be catalysts for change!"
Dordt's alumni, Dordt's campus and its continuing development, and Dordt's future
Evan Vande Haar is a 1986 Dordt engiDefenders."
neering graduate, currently employed by

DORDT COLLEGE
PROGRAM DIRECTOR FOR THE
RECREATION CENTER

o

Dordt College is seeking
is a new position with a
opment and management
undergraduate
degree in
preferred.

May tag Appliances. He is putting his Dordt
education to work by working toward the
design of "normative" (a term from Charles
Adams' class) washing machines. Evan and
his wife, Christy, live near Pella, Iowa, and
enjoy their two daughters, Grace, 3, and
Came, 10 months.
He writes, "Looking back at Dordt I
remember the late night studying and how no
matter when I started my work it was never
done until the last minute. I remember the
late night philosophizing with roommates and
dreaming of a future where Christians in all
areas of life would change the world. This
continues to be my passion and prayer."

a Program Director for the Recreation Center. This
wide range of responsibilities
including the develof activities and promoting of the new facility: An
physical education is required. A masters degree is

Support the Defenders
The Defender Gold Club is a new organization
whose member dues and fundraisers will help promote Dordt College athletics, providing athletic
equipment not covered by the college's general
operating budget. Memberships
for 1996-97 are
$40 and include a Defender Gold Club polo shirt
in Defender colors and recognition in volleyball
and basketball game programs.
To join the Defender

1-

A specific

job description

is available. Qualified persons committed to a
and educational philosophy are encouraged
to send a letter of interest and curriculum vitae to Dr. Rockne McCarthy;
Dordt College; telephone and mailing address below; facsimile: 712-7224496; e-mail: vpaa@dordt.edu.

Reformed, biblical perspective

)-
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Sioux Center, Iowa 51250-1697

COLLEGE

Gold Club, send in the form below along with your
dues and a $2.00 S & H fee for the shirt. Checks
should be made payable to Defender Gold Club.

r----------------------------------------------Sign me up for the Defender Gold Club!

Dordt College is an equal opportunity institution and encourages the nominations and candidacies of women and minorities.

498 4th Ave. NE

D(I=(ND(R
GOLD CLUB

712-722-6333
Assistant basketball
coach Wes Fopma sports

Name

_

Address

_

Shirt size (Sizes run small; allow 4-6 weeks for delivery.)
MLXLXXL

the new club's shirt.
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Alumni notes

1960s
Kenneth and Jndith (Roskamp) Verbrugge
('69,'70) live in Newport, Rhode Island. Kenneth
recently reported for duty at Naval War College in
Newport. Kenneth joined the Navy in July. 1970.

1970s
Terry and Joan (Van Dyke) Crull ('79,'78)
moved to Greeley, Colorado, in August, 1996.
Terry is the director of music ministry at First
United Presbyterian Church. He is also working
towards a Ph.D. in music education at the
University of Colorado. Joan teaches K-5 elementary music at Scott Elementary. They have four

Alumni Association
History
Are there any alumni who
were involved in the formal
organization of the Dordt
Alumni Association and can
remember particulars---dates,
etc.? Our records are a bit
sketchy. We'd love to hear
from you about the origins of
the association. Write the
Alumni Association or e-mail
alumni@dordt.edu.

children: Daynan, 15, Elise, 13, Brett, 12, and
Justin, 9.

Brian and Caryl Doctor ('79) Jive in Grand
Rapids, Michigan. Formerly, Brian worked on several state legislative and Department of
Environmental Quality committees, as well as
working at Superior Environmental Corporation.
Now Brian works for Calvin College as their first
Environmental Health and Safety Officer. Caryl is
the head cook and a teacher's assistant at Alger
Park Day Care and Pre-School. They have two

children, Mike, 18, and Derek, 15.
Samona Joy Smit ('79) lives in Windsor
Heights, Iowa. Samona is a lobbyist for the Iowa
Right to Life Committee. She was recently one of
twenty-five delegates representing Iowa
Republicans on the floor of the Republican
National Covention in San Diego.

1980s
Tim and Dawn (Bos) GosUnga ('82,'83) Jive in

Jeffrey and Gayle (Franje,'83) Collins live in
Grimes, Iowa. Gayle has recently stepped down as
president of the Des Moines Park Board. The Park
Board was responsible for the remodeling of Sec
Taylor Stadium. the expansion of the Botanical
Center, three new swimming pools and fifty-seven
new playgrounds in the Des Moines area. Gayle
continues to serve on the board.
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1986 and a doctoral degree in 1989. She taught at
Bethany College in Lindsborg, Kansas, from 1989
to 1996. This September, Pamela became an associate professor in the department of music at Eastern
Michigan University.
Don and Mary (Koll,'84) Fanning were married
on January 6, 1996. The Fannings live in the San
Diego, California, area. Don is in the Navy, and
Mary is an administrative assistant.

Bob and Kathy (Srnil,'84) Smith live in Pitt
Meadows, British Columbia. Bob is an auditor for
Revenue Canada. Before their marriage three years
ago, Kathy received her M.C.E. from Calvin
Seminary, spent four years with Christian
Reformed World Missions in Sierra Leone, and
worked for two years at New Life CRC in
Abbotsford, British Columbia. Kathy is currently a
wife, mother, and homemaker.
Gene and Sue (Vedders,'85) De Bruin live in
Oskaloosa, Iowa. Gene farms and does part-time
construction work. Sue is a homemaker, teaching
piano and selling Tupperware part-time. They have
three children, Danielle, 6, Abbey, 3, and Lucas, 4
months.
('85,'85) live in Lynnwood, Washington. Thea is an
attorney working in the finn of Vander Wei and
Jacobson in Bellevue, Washington. Linda is a
homemaker. They have two children, Austin, 4, and
Ashlyn, 3 months.

Kevin and Aileen (Klein) De Boer (ex'87,'87)

at Immanuel Christian High School in Lethbridge.
Anne tutors and stays at home with their three children: Rebecca, 4, Stephanie, 22 months, and Davis.
4 months.
David and Ellen (Matheis,'88) Mouw live in
Sioux Center, Iowa. They have two children,
Lindsay Grace, 2, and Mitchell Davis, 4 months.

Martin and Sharilyn (Veenstra) Tel ('89,'89)
have settled in Princeton, New Jersey after a year
of study in the Netherlands. Martin was appointed
as the CR Seabrook Director of Music at Princeton
Theological Seminary. Sharilyn is a basic skills
teacher at an elementary school.

Ed and Angela (Siebring,'89) Van Woerden live
in Tegucigalpa, Honduras, where they work for
Christian Reformed World Missions. Ed teaches
English at John Calvin Polyvalente School and also
assists with the drafting program. The Van
Woerden's are slowly learning Spanish and adjusting to a new culture. Ed and Angela have two children, Jeremy and Sarah.

Gary and Marjo (Meems,' 89) Vanden Bosch
live in Marysville,
their own roofing
teacher at Everett
children: Monica,

Washington, where they own
company. Marjo is a preschool
Christian School. They have two
6, and Amanda, 4.

1990s
Rusty and Rhinda (Janson,'90) Kramer live in
Pella, Iowa. Rhinda works for Vermeer
Manufacturing at the order desk in the underground
division. Rusty works as an insurance agent for
American Family Insurance.
Jay and Lisa Schelhaas ('90) live in Sioux Falls,
South Dakota. Jay teaches and coaches at the
University of Sioux Falls. Lisa teaches at Calvin
Christian Grade School. They have two children,
Jasmin, 2, and Jackson, 5 months.

Evan and Darlene (Sytsma) Vis ('90,'90) live in

live near Ellsworth, Minnesota, where they own
and operate a 120-cow dairy and farm 390 acres of
land. The De Boers have four children, Kenneth, 5,
Kaleb, 4, Kalene, 2, and Kurtis, 5 months.

Prinsburg, Minnesota. This is Evan's seventh year
teaching grade 5-12 band and choir at Central
Minnesota Christian School. Darlene teaches preschool at Central two days a week. They are the
proud parents of Collin, born September 11.

Rod and Barbara (Van't Hul) De Boer
('83,'84) live in Orange City, Iowa. In March, Rod
went to East Africa touring CRWRC projects. Rod
was also able to visit northern Uganda and go on a
safari. He has enjoyed meeting many wonderful
Christian people.

John and Janet (Baker,'87) Stellingwerf live in
Ontario, California. Janet recently graduated from
California State University San Bernardino with a
master's degree in education. She is an elementary
bilingual teacher in the Ontario-Montclair School
District.
John and Amy Marcus ('87) live in Brisbane,
Australia. Since 1994, John has been working with
the Cooperative Research Centre for Tropical Plant

live on a broiler farm in Seaforth, Ontario. Jeff is
the assistant manager at Cargill Farm Supply
Centre in Shakespeare, Ontario. Janine teaches second grade at Clinton and District Christian School
but is presently on maternity leave with their first
child, Matthew.

Gregg and Lynette (Zonnefeld) Vande Keift
('83,'85) now live in Okemos, Michigan. Gregg
has joined the Department of Family Practice at the
Michigan State University College of Human
Medicine, after six years of private practice in

Pathology. The Research Centre aims to produce
genetically engineered crops that are resistant to
fungal and bacterial diseases. Amy enjoys the challenges of raising their two children, Leah, 1 1/2
years, and Alyssa, 4 months.

Mount Vernon, Washington. Gregg is also enrolled
in the master's program in health and humanities,
with a concentration in biomedical ethics. Lynette
works as a full-time homemaker, teaches Precept
Bible Studies, and volunteers in their children's
school.

John and Sheri Atsma ('88) were married in
March, 1992. They live in Duncan, British
Columbia, where John owns and operates a water
treatment service business for pools, lakes, and
ponds. Sheri teaches sixth grade. The Atsmas have
one child, Adara, 1 1/2 years.

JelT and Janine (Bnffinga) Bnrgsrna ('91,'91)

Bret Dorhout ('91) lives in Rochester, New
York. He was the national winner of the Music
Teachers National Association Collegiate Artist
Performance Competition in Organ, a finalist in the
Luther Place Interdenominational Organ Playing
Competition, and was nominated for an Eastman
musicology fellowship. Bret was an intern at the
Arts and Cultural Council for Greater Rochester,
and this year he will be a teaching assistant for the
music history department at the Eastman School of
Music. Bret plans to graduate from the Eastman
School of Music this coming May.

Nathaniel and Susan Meyer ('91) recently
moved to Mason City. Iowa, where Nathaniel will
y
g
begin a three-year family practice residency proI.iv.e_in.E_dm_o.n.to.n.,.A.l.be.rta_
.•A.f.tenr.s.ix_ .ear_s.o.f.b.e.in.
__ (.'8.8.'.'8.8.).I.iv.e.i.n.L.e.t.hb.D.·d.g.e.,.A.l.be.rt.a
•.•D.u.an_e.te_ac.b.e_s
gram at Mercy Hospital. Nathaniel graduated from
the University of Iowa School of Medicine in May,
George and Edith (Vanden Brink.'83)

Houtstra

Hey Dordt Voice,

Send your letters, news, or
suggestions to us at
voice'isdordt.edu.

Steven and Pamela Ruiter-Feenstra
('83,'83)
live in Ann Arbor, Michigan. Pamela obtained a
master's degree from the University ofIowa in

Theo and Linda (Vanden Hoek) Vander Wei

Palm Springs, Florida. Tim is now teaching middle
school history and physical education at Lake
Worth Christian School.

Letters

widowed, Edith married George on February 25,
1995. George and Edith drive bus for Edmonton
Christian Schools and are custodians of their
church. George also works at Caribou Electric, and
Edith spends time at home with their children,
Bradley, 8, Kevin, 6, and Travis, I year.

After reading the last Voice I decided it was
time to check in. Now that you have e-mail
that is my excuse. It's only been about 14
years since we graduated. "We" is my wife
Lou DeYoung (Deters) and I - class of '82.
We have three kids now - Trevor (8), Ryan
(6), and Lyn-Marie (2 Jl2) who is just pottytrained (you can leave that part out, but it's so
exciting for us!).
I taught nine years in Kalamazoo, Mich. in
Junior High social studies and N.T. Bible as
well as coaching girls basketball, Finished an
M.A. in middle school education at Western
Michigan University. Lou worked in social
services until we started having kids and did
some in-home day care work after that. It was
nine years blessed with much fruit and lots of
hard work.
Last year the Lord unsettled us and led us
into service representing the Christian
Reformed Church with C.R.W.M. Today, we
are in San Jose, Costa Rica for one year learn-

Duane and Anne (Veldman) Konynenbelt

ing the Spanish language at the missionary
Spanish Language Institute. Both Lou and I
are full-time students. In December we will
move to the Dominican Republic where I will
be working with nationals as a teacher trainer
and supervisor in the Christian schools among
the very poor associated with CRWM. We
will be based in the capital, Santo Domingo.
Dordt College has sent work teams related
to this mission work for the last few years. By
next year at this time we expect to be associated with one. At an Easter Sunrise service we
met by chance a Dordt student who is on
exchange here in Costa Rica studying Spanish.
My how Dordt is spreading its wings!
Well, that's enough. Fourteen years isn't all
that long after all. Thanks for helping us (or is
it we?) alumni keep up with each other. Based
on our own experience, there are probably a
lot more alumni who read your paper and
enjoy it than ever contact you. Keep up the
good work! ?"-~..»

1996.
Michael and Deanne (Alberda) Schoneveld
('9],'91) moved to Ferndale, Washington, in March
1996. Michael works on their dairy and Deanne is
at home with their three daughters: Kayla, 5;
Kendra, 4, and Kirstyn, 4 months.
Lynn Van Heyst ('91) is currently working as a
middle school vice-principal and language arts
teacher at Intermountain Christian School in Salt
Lake City, Utah. Lynn will complete her master's
degree in education with an emphasis in curriculum
from the University of Utah in December.
Troy and Carol (Peterson,'92) Fluent were married on September 7, 1996. They live in Sioux City,
Iowa, where Carol is a merchandise manager at the
Sawduster. Troy owns and works at the Hugen
Fluent Chiropractic Clinic.
Hugo and Theresa (Shaver,'92) Saavedra were
married on May 25, 1996. The Saavedras now live
in Crest Hill, Illinois. Theresa is an administrative
assistant for Haeger and Associates. Hugo is a network technician for ffiM.

Jim and Lou Deters, Class of '82
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Future Defenders

Reunion time

For the first time since 1984, the apartment
(Vedders) DeBruin, Pam (Kooistra) Kramer,
er for a weekend

of Sally (Reitsma) Breems, Ellen Reitsma, Sue
and Rochelle (Mollenaar)
DeBruin got togeth-

in Pella, IA. They have been staying

in touch by sending

a Round

Robin

letter to each other since graduation.
Everyone

had a great time with lots of laughs

and catching

up. It's good to see how God

leads and blesses with His love in various ways.
Pictured are: Sally & Lyle, Luke, Adrian, and Graeme Breems (Chicago,
IL); Ellen
Reitsma (Chicago, IL); Sue & Gene, Danielle, Abby, and Lucas DeBruin (Oskaloosa,
IA);
Pam & Steve, Dale aud Paul Kramer (Stromsburg,
NE): Rochelle & Bruce, Laura, Jason,
aud Kayla DeBruin (Leighton, IA); and Linda Mabie (Pella, IA).

se

Terry and Paula (Van Hill) Homan (ex'94,'93)
live in Seymour, Wisconsin, where Terry is an
associated veterinarian at Valley Veterinary Clinic.
In May, 1996, Terry graduated from the University
of Wisconsin-Madison School of Veterinary
Medicine.
Mark and Angela Strnyk-Hnyer
('93,'88) live
in Aldergrove, British Columbia. Mark is a finish
carpenter for Intercontinental Truck Body in
Langley. Angela teaches English and journalism
half-time at Frasier Valley Christian High. They
have one child, Catriua Shalom, 9 months.
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Mike and Lashell (Mars,'93) Baljeu live in
Weesp, Netherlands, just outside of Amsterdam.
Lashell is a freelance artist and spends time at
home with their new son, Daniel Peter. Mike is a
project manager at Kropman, a Dutch engineering
finn in Weesp.
John and Jnlie (Redder) Huyser ('93,'93) live
in Grandville, Michigan. John works as the production scheduler and order coordinator at Adoni
Packaging. Julie also works for Adoni Packaging,
as head of the UPS department. They have one
daughter, Erica.
Kevin and Elizabeth (Vanoord) Vander Wier
('93,'96) were married on August 3, 1996 in
Fredricton, New Brunswick. They now live in St.
Catharines, Ontario, where Kevin is branch manager at a feed store.
Cnrt and Jewel (F1ikkema) Van Voorst
('93,'92) live in Sioux Center, Iowa. Curt works in
the road and parking lot maintenance business.
Jewel teaches sixth grade at the Netherlands
Reformed Christian School in Rock Valley. They
have one child, Michaela, 2 months.
Troy and Stephanie (Van Maanen) Vander
Molen ('94, '94) live in New Liberty, Iowa. Troy
was voted the outstanding physical therapy student
at the University of Iowa by the physical therapy
faculty. Troy will graduate from the University of
Iowa this fall.
Ben and Anita (Brands,'95) Muilenburg live in
Hospers, Iowa, where Anita owns and teaches at a
pre-school. Ben is a draftsman at Sioux
Automation in Sioux Center. They have three children, Amanda, 4, Justin, 18 months, and Matthew,
3 months.
Chad and Karmen (Bosma,'95) Van Beek were
married on January 6,1996. The Van Beeks live in
Chadron, Nebraska, where they are both attending
Chadron State College. Karmen is working for her
master's degree in school guidance counseling, and
Chad is working for his BA in business.

Dn

Henry and Sarah (Bowser) Vande Voort
('95,'92) live in West Des Moines, Iowa. Henry
works as a State Bank Examiner for the state of
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Iowa. Sarah stays at home with their three boys,
Seth, 4, Henry Marshall, I 1/2, and Kendall, 3
months.
Tom and Melissa (Vander Lugt) Kamp
('96,'96) were married on June 29, 1996. Tom
teached science and math, and Melissa teaches
fifth grade at Central Valley Christian in Visalia,
California.

In Memory

_

Robert Verhagen, husband of Pat
(Boonstra,'8l)
Verhagen died on April 19, 1996.
Robert was a finishing carpenter who had his own
business in St. Albert, Alberta. He will be sadly
missed by his wife, two daughters, many friends,
and family.
Janneke Vander Kooy ('81), died of cancer in
August, 1996. Janneke had served for many years
as a missionary in Chad, Africa. She was with her
parents in The Netherlands when she passed away.
Jera Megan, infant daughter of Kent and Amy
(Smits) Sterk ('91,'91), stillborn 10/3/96.

Marriages,

_

George Houtstra and Edith Vanden Brink
('83),2/25/95,
Marco Beukeboom and Grace Tamsma ('88),
6/15/95.
Tim Natelborg ('94) and Sonya Hoekman
('94),6/24/95.
DonFanning and Mary Koll ('84), 1/6/96.
Chad Van Beek and Karmen Bosma ('95),
1/6/96,
Scott and Karianne (Pool, ex'97) Kraetsch,
5/18/96.
Ben Meyer ('94) and Cbristine Turpin, 5/22/96.
Hugo Saavedra and Theresa Schaver ('92),
5/25/96.
JelT Kooiman ('93) and Cher de Jong ('94),
6/1/96.
Mike Vande Voort ('93) and Amy Vanden
Hoek ('96), 6/21/96.
Kendal Walhof ('95) and Jeanette Nydam
('96), 6/7/96.
Tom Kamp ('96) and Melissa Vander Lugt
('96), 6/29/96.
Kevin Vander Wier ('93) and Elizabeth
Vanoord ('96), 8/3/96.
Troy Fluent and Carol Peterson ('92), 9/7/96.

_

Joe and Nancy (Wolthuizen,'81) Mulder, Courtney Joy, 8/4/96.
Rod and Barbara (Van Gyssel,'81) Venhuis, Daniel Garret, 5/18/96.
Jim and Pam (Evink,' 82) De Windt, Andrew Will, 6/17/96.
Raymond and Karen Knibbe-Louter ('82,'83), Noah Jozef, 5/25/96.
Ed and Denise (Van Gorp) Blok (ex'83,'82), Dylan James, 1/25/96.
George and Edith (Vanden Brink,'83) Houtstra, Travis James, 9/13/95.
Dean and Teresa (Hiemstra,'84) Paauw, Nicole Marie, 3/26/96.
James and Jane Rosendale ('84), Natalie Jane, 4/12196.
Bob and Kathy (Smit,'84) Smith, Sarah Grace, 4/29/96.
Fred and Theresa (Gietema,'84) Van Reek, Rachel Clarissa, 5/24/96.
Randy and Cinda Vande Griend ('84), Elizabeth Lynn, 6/26/95.
Andy and Gloria (Folkerts) Workhoven ('84,'82), Alex Andrew, 2/16/96.
Gene and Sue (Vedders,'85)
De Bruin, Lucas James, 5/19/96.
Tom and Myrna (Bolkema,'85) De Vries, Caleb Jon, 6/23/96.
Harlan and Nelva (pennings,'85) Huitink, Paige Nicole, 6/22/96.
Theo and Linda (Vanden Hoek) Vander Wei ('85,'85), Ashlyn Marie, 7/11196.
Mike and Karl (Marcus) Davelaar ('86,'86), John Marcus, 5/4/96.
Ed and Dorothy (Sytsma,'86) Nowakowski, Edward Mitchell III, 3/25/96.
Albert and Ruth (Jager) Siebring ('86,'86), Alexa Marie, 3/25/96.
Larry and Tina Veidkamp (ex'86), Elisa Beth, 7/23/95.
John and Sheri Atsma ('87), Adara Susiena, 1/2/95.
Steven and Doreen (De Jong) Beezhold ('87,'85), Calandra Mae, 8/27/95.
Kevin and Aileen (Klein) De Boer (ex'87,'87), Kurtis Wayne, 3/22/96.
Paul and Sharon (Burggraaf,'87) De Groot, Joshua Parker, 10/3/96.
Scott and Connie (De Boer,'87) Kramer, Michelle Renae, 7/25/96 adopted 7/31/96.
John and Amy Marcus ('87), Alyssa Anne, 6n/96.
Kevin and Joan (Noordhof,'87) Pasveer, Ryan Kevin, 5/9/96.
Allen and Janis (Van Soelen) Sipma ('87,'85), Vance Thomas, 7n/96.
Randy and Yvette (Bylsma,'88) Feekes, Francesca Marie, 6/27/96.
Veryl and Kandace (Kooiker,'88) Heynen, Dalton Dean, 6/12/96.
Duane and Anne (Veldman) Konynenbelt ('88,'88), Davis Grant, 5/2/96.
Tim and Ruth (Van Drunen) Louwerse ('88,'88), adopted Jacob Avery, 7/25/96.
David and Ellen (Matheis,'88) Mouw, Mitchell Davis, 6/13/96.
Brad and Lori (Veldhuizen) Van Kooten ('88,'88), Marissa Kaye, 6/22/96.
Darren and Sharon (Reitsma) Zonnefeld ('88,'88), Courtney Marie, 3/1196.
Randy and Rae (Terpstra, '89) Huizenga, Carmen Breanne, 6/3/96.
Curt and Joan (Tiemersma) Van Holland ('89,'90), Ethan Scott, 8/23/96.
Dean and Glenda (Timmermans) Wagenaar ('89,'87), Danika Fay, 5/25/96,
Delane and Kristin (Wouters,'89) Wolter, Paige Allice, 6/21/96.
Doyle and Snzanne (Veenstra) Beltman ('90,'90), Jonathan and Hannah, 8/23/96.
David and Kim (Van Ginkel,'9O) Danielson. Caleb Arthur, 4/18/96.
Rusty and Rhinda (Jansen,'90) Kramer, Tyler Jay, 219/96.
Jay and Lisa Sehelhaas ('90), Jackson Jay, 5/19/96.
Ken and Kathy (Van Essen,'90) Solomon, Kyler Jordan, 2/21/%.
Don and Paula (Kempema, '90) Vander Stelt, Brooklyn Donea, 5/31/96.
Joel and Lynda (Engbers,'90) Veenstra, Andrew Benjamin, 5/15/96.
Evan and Darlene (Sytsma) V.. ('90,'90), Collin Evan, 9/11/%.
Kent and Tami (Man::us) Zeveobergen ('90,'86), Marcus Daniel, 7/11/96.
JelT and Janine (Bnflinga) Bnrgsma ('91,'91), Manhew Jeffrey, 6f27/96.
Carl and Brenda (Atsma) Dragt ('91,'93), Mikaela Cbristina, 12/20/95.
Randall and Lynette Feenstra ('91), Taylor James, 5/28/96.
Loren and Gillian Greenfield ('91), Andrew Ryan, 1l/22/95.
Scott and Jodi (Talsma) Holstein ('91,'89), Miranda Jo, 5/21/96.
Erv and Cynthia (Dykstra,'9l) Keizer, Eric Jon, 5/31/96.
Bruce and Monique (Alous) Kuiper ('91,'89), Benjamin Alan, 7n/96.
Michael and Deanne (Alberda) Schoneveld ('91,'91), Kirsten Leslie, 2/27/96.
David and Vanessa (Vander Veen,'91) Te Slaa, Kelli Joy, 5/8/96.
Vince and Brenda (Schoohneester) Vander Pol ('91,'91), Seth Gabriel, 4/25/96.
Winston and Brenda Visser ('91), Caleb John, 6/29/96.
Hank and Brenda (Tuininga,'91) Vroom, Rachel DeLynn, 5/21/96.
Barry and Madra (Watson) Funderburg ('92,'92), Adrienne Coleen, 1/9/96.
Jody and Blanche (Lang,'92) Hoff, Quade Jody, 4/21/96.
Tim and Julie Vander Haak ('92), Austin John, 4/24/96.
Phillip and Geri (Westendorp) Witt ('92,'90), Derrick James, 2115/96,
Mike and Lashell (Mars, '93) Baljeu, Daniel Peter, 3/15/96.
Terry and Ann (Wichhart,'93) Blackford, Elizabeth Kaelyn, 8/3/96.
David and Jody (Vander Lugt) Blauw ('93,'93), Cassandra Jean, 3/1/96.
Tim and Maria (Reinders) De Jong ('93,'93), Erin Marie, 8/13/96.
Steve and Heather (Hommes,'93) Mouw, Miranda Renae, 10/12/95.
Mark and Angela Strnyk-Hnyer ('93,'88). Catrina Shalom, 1/17/96.
Galen and Kim (Van Zyl) Van Reekel ('93,'91), Mackenzie Marie, 10/18/95.
Curt and Jewel (Flikkema) Van Voorst ('93, '92), Michaela Beth, 4/30/96.
Don and Tammy (Vander Molen) KJyusma ('94,'95), Jeffrey Donald, 9/5/96.
Ernie and Melanie (Fisher) Termorshuizeo ('94,'94), Samuel Richard, 5/6/96.
Jeff and Stephanie (Bleyenburg,'94) Zylstra, Tyler Jeffrey, 6/18/96.
Troy and Janna (Sjaardema) Kooima ('95,'90), Alek Gannon, 9/20/96.
Ben and Anita (Brands,'95) Muilenburg, Matthew, 7/2/96.
Chad and Sue (Vanden Brink) Uittenbogaard ('95,ex'98), Haley Jo'el, 12/17/95.
Henry and Sarah (Bowser) Vande Voort ('95,'92), Kendall James, 7/8/96.

CORRESPONDENCE CLIPPING
We at Dordt College are interested in hearing how you are doing and what
kinds of events are happening in your life. Please fill out the coupon below
and mail to: Alumni Association,
Dordt College, 498 4th Ave. NE, Sioux
Center, Iowa 51250
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EVENTS

r

Music
Nov. 15
Nov. 19

7:30 p.m.
1:30 p.m.

Nov.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.

7:30 p.m.
3:00p.m.
3:00p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
2:30 p.m.

22
6
7
11
15

Instrumental ensembles concert
Northwest Iowa Symphony Orchestra children's concert
NISO fall concert
General recital
General recital
Sioux County Oratorio concert
Instrumental ensembles concert
Christmas choral concert

Art
Nov. 16-27

Tom Becker art exhibit, photography

Theatre
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Dec.

15-16
16
22-23
12, 14

7:30
7:30
7:30
7:30

p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

Theatre faculty recital
Spectrum dance performance
Acting class performance
One-Act plays

L

Campus Activities
Nov. 1
Nov. 8

7:30 p.m. Traveloguel"Scandinavian Holiday"
7:30 p.m. CRC ministries celebration, "Free to Serve"
11:00 p.m. Comedy league
Campus visit day
7:30 p.m. CRC ministries celebration, "Free to Serve"
9:00 p.m. Student literary reading
Campus visit day
11:00 p.m. Comedy League

Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Dec.

9
10
22
6

Nov.
Nov.
Nov.
Nov.

1
4:00 p.m.
6
9
15-16

Sports (home games)

c

Q

•

,
",

Nov. 22-23
2:00
Nov. 23
7:30
Nov. 26
7:00
Nov. 29-30
7:30
Dec. 6
1:00
Dec. 7
3:00
7:00
Dec. 11
Dec. 12
7:30
Dec. 14
7:30

p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.
p.m.

Men's soccer vs. Wartburg
Men's and women's soccer NAIA playoffs
Men's and women's soccer NAJA playoffs
Women's volleyball conf. tournament
Hockey vs. SDSU
Women's VB, Midwest regional tourn.
Women's basketball vs. Dr. Martin Luther
Men's basketball vs. Briar Cliff
Women's basketball vs. Northwestern
Women's basketball, Trinity Chr. tourn.
Men's basketball vs. Grandview
Women's basketball vs. Sterling
Men's basketball vs. Sterling
Women's basketball vs. Briar Cliff
Men's basketball vs. Peru State
Men's basketball vs. Northwestern

The Voice, an outreach of Dordt
College, is sent to you as alumni and
friends of Christian higher education.
The Voice is published in October,
December, March and May to share
information about the programs, activities, and needs of the college. Send
address corrections and correspondence to VOICE, Dordt College, 498
Fourth Ave. NE, Sioux Center, IA
51250-1697.

Staff
Sally Jongsma, editor
Paula Treick, student writer
Christy Phillips, photographer
Lyle Gritters, vice president for
college advancement
Michele Van Middendorp, layout
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Two juniors
help broadcast
the Atlanta
Olympics

u.s. News

ranks
Dordt #1 Best
Value in the
Midwest
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Inauguration and
Parents'VVeekend
bring hundreds to
campus

